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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


SPEAKING at the meeting of the R.I.B.A. at which 
Mr. Anthony Chitty, M.A., F.R.LB.A., reviewed 
the designs submitted for R.I.B.A. Prizes and 
Studentships, the President, Mr. Michael Water- 
house, B.A., said the architect should neither 
usurp nor-.be expected to undertake.those obliga- 
tions of the organisation of a job which were, 
under the contract, the builder’s liability. During 
the war, and since, he added, there had been a 
tendency in this respect. 


THe IMPERIAL War GRAVES COMMISSION invite 
architects who are ex-serving full-time members of 
H.M. Forces to submit designs in competition for 
the Fleet Air Arm Memorial to be erected on the 
sea-front at- Lee-on-Solent. 


A DETAILED account of the amenities provided for 
tenants in London County Council housing pro- 
jects has been given by Mr. Cyril H. Walker, 
O.B.E., F.R.LC.S., L.R.I.B.A., the Council’s Direc- 
tor of Housing, in a talk given in London. 


THE permanent station building at Hanger-lane, on 
London Transport’s-Central Line, was opened to 
the public last month. The building, which is of 
considerable architectural character, is illustrated 
on page é 

A HOUSE designed by Eric Lyons, L.R.I.B.A. (Eric 
Lyons and G. Paulson Townsend}, at East Mole- 
sey, completed in February, 1948, at a cost of 
£1,200, is illustrated. 


PLANS have been outlined for a “live” architec- 
tural exhibition to be held in London during the 
Festival of Britain, 1951. The site is to be that of 
the No. 9 Neighbourhood Unit in the Stepney- 
Poplar Reconstruction Area. The exhibition will 
not only show a selection of the various features 
which make a balanced development but will 
include exposed structures “cut away”. to demon- 
strate building techniques. 


THE view that housing costs on L.C.C. estates are 
as low as possible, consistent with sound construc- 
tion and with the provision of reasonable 
amenities,’ is expressed by the L.C.C. Housing 
Committee in a special report to the Council: The 
Committee adds that it cannot subscribe to any 
proposal to effect economy by a reduction in the 
areas of the houses: 


Mr. GEORGE TOMLINSON, the Minister of Educa- 
tion, has announced that “fresh thinking” is 
needed in order to plan adequately for the educa- 
tional building programme in the next five years. 


IN a law case (John Laing and Sons v. Kingswood 
Assessment Committee and others) the Court of 
Appeal upheld the Divisional Court’s decision that 
the occupation of certain land by buildings used 
as Offices, canteens, etc., in connection with the 
construction of an airfield, was beneficial and as 
such rendered the buildings liable to rates. 


Tue third and last report prepared by the Inter- 
departmental Committee appointed to. consider 
materials and methods of construction suitable for 
building houses and flats, gives details of ten more 
alternative systems, with recommendations on 
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matters of general application where non-traditional 
Systems are concerned. 





CRAFTSMANSHIP AND PERSONNEL 


"THE Special Report by the Building Apprenticeship 
and Training Council (which we briefly reviewed 
last week) reveals that “ the rate at which boys are being 
taken into the industry is much below the figure neces- 
sary to maintain the industry at the desired level.” 
Further, “many employers have had difficulty in con- 
tinuing to train their apprentices owing to the in- 
sufficiency of suitable work.” The “serious economic 
position which has persisted since the end of the war” 
is blamed for the delay-in the anticipated return to 
normal conditions; But “the changes of Government 
policy and the spasmodic nature of official announce- 
ments have created very real difficulties both for the 
copioyes and for the boy.” 
he B.A.T.C. are manfully endeavouring to arrange 
for the planned entry of youths ta replace the annual 
wastage of skilled personnel in the industry. They have 
already found it necessary to reduce their original 
estimate of 25,000 boys per annum to 22,000. They 
are informed that “the amount of work now being 
started monthly is reasonably in balance with the 
resources of the industry,” and from a calculation of 
the balance between the various crafts they are able to 
say, to a margin of 50, how many boys should enter 
each of the crafts. But “in the year 1947/8 there has 
been a sharp drop in the rate of entry of apprentices ”; 
this ““ may have been largely due to the raising of the 
school-leaving, age.” It may, however, be due to other 
causes, and “in choosing a career for their sons, parents 
pay great regard to  prospects.’- Apparently the 
prospects in the building industry are not regarded as 
particularly rosy. They will not only have to be imme- 
diately more bright but have some promise of con- 
tinuity to justify the five-year apprenticeship that is the 
present aim, of the building industry. Has not the time 
arrived for a review of the whole question of building 
industry personnel on an even wider basis than that at 
present adopted by the B.A.T.C.? i 

Such a review should be both sympathetic and 
realistic. It must be appreciated that a craftsman’s 
technical skill is generally his only capital. When that 
skill has been acquired painstakingly and to a full 
degree it should be a more valuable capital than when 
it is picked up in a relatively short time under indif- 
ferent tutors. We know, however, that it is not so. 
Except for the pleasure which a highly skilled crafts- 
man, sufficiently lucky to be engaged upon such work, 
may get out of carving delicate tracery or moulding 
intricate plaster friezes, his skill—regarded as capital— 
returns him no more dividend than does the lesser skill 
of a field-ranger. Indeed, when bonus-on-output 
becomes general, the field-ranger is more likely to take 
home the heavier wage packet than is the real artisan. 
As “the serious economic position which has persisted 
since the end of the war” is likely to continue with us 
for another decade or more, we must appreciate that 
there will be more scope and more work for the field- 
rangers than for the superlatively skilled craftsmen. 
The immediate need, therefore, would appear to be to 
train workmen who can do a good bread-and-butter 
job quickly rather than to make each boy a master of 
his craft. - 

In days gone by, craftsmanship was jealously guarded 
and passed on from father to son. Strict rules enforced 
by Guilds prescribed an adequate period of apprentice- 
ship training. Only those who had passed through a 
recognised apprenticeship course were regarded as 
masters of their craft; impostors were soon found out 
and relegated to the more menial tasks. The master 
craftsman was proportionately remunerated, but, let us 
remember, he was the aristocrat of his profession, com- 
bining with his handicraft skill the knowledge and 
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qualifications which to-day are regarded as rather those 
of the architect. There are still craftsmen of this type 
in the industry, but the changing technique of modern 
times finds less and less use for the finer parts of their 
hand- and head-knowledge. Such craftsmen generally 
have a regard amounting to reverence for their industry 
and their highest hopes are to induce their own sons to 
follow in their footsteps. The sons, however, are not 
attracted to an industry where their earnings will be 
related to a large extent to quantitative output rather 
than to ever-improving standards of craftsmanship. 

_ A sympathetic approach to the problems of building 
industry personnel would appreciate the vital neces- 
sity of maintaining this type of highly skilled craftsman, 
of recognising his special status and of remunerating 
him on the basis of the better paid salary man rather 
than simply as’ an “out-putter:” On the other hand, 
a realistic approach will anticipate the inevitable changes 
which must result from ever-increasing. mechanisation 
in the industry. Many men entering the industry to-day 
will never be called upon to perform other than the 
simplest repetitive tasks.’ Such men can be adequately 
trained to perform these simple tasks in periods ranging 
from six months to two years. Let them be so trained. 
For their own cultural benefit, for their better appre- 
ciation of the joy of living, they may be encouraged to 
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continue their education beyond the recently raised 
school-leaving age. But do not let us pretend that this 
will convert them into super-craftsmen, and do not let 
us mislead them into thinking that (even if some of 
them should become super-craftsmen) there will be 
plenty of work in the higher skilled categories for them 
to do during the rest of their working lives. Such high- 
category work will be available only to the best educated 
and the best trained. These will come forward in 
* sufficient numbers when architects and others recognise 
the special places of such men in the industry. — 

Is the B.A.T.C. capable of: such an imaginative, sym- 
pathetic and realistic approach or does, the prepon- 
derance of employer and operative federations’ repre- 
sentatives impose a “ wages and conditions” outlook? 
Obviously they are out to plan the future rather than to 
accept the unplanned balance that resulted from hap- 
hazard private enterprise organisation. The pre-war 
industry responded reasonably quickly to changing con- 
ditions without the help of swollen Government Depart- 
ments and overlapping advisory committees. This was 
‘evidenced by the increase in skilled personnel which 
was not accounted for by normal apprenticeship. Will it 
respond again or, should it succumb to the Working 
Party, will it later require the wet nursing service of a 
“* Development Council ”? 





NOTES AND NEWS 


Brighton Pavilion. 


NEARLY a century ago Brighton 
: poe geen re bought for £50,000 the 
site. and buildings of the Pavilion and 
the Dome, on which George IV is said 
to have squandered over half-a-million 
pounds. Now, apparently, it has become 
necessary to spend £60,000 on repairs, 
and a correspondent of one of Brighton’s 
newspapers has suggested that rather than 
spend ratepayers’ money in this way the 
Pavilion should be pulled down and its 
site, estimated to be worth more than a 
million, used for a modern block of flats. 
It is difficult to take this suggestion 
seriously. Nash’s fantastic, pseudo- 
oriental palace is one of Brighton’s chief 
attractions, and to pull it down would be 
to kill'a golden-egg-laying goose. Apart, 
however, from its value as a money- 
spinning asset it is a building of “ special 
architectural and historic interest,” and 
as such should already be on the list of 
local buildings to be preserved under 
the Town and Country Planning Act. If 
it is not, then Brightonians who know the 
value—monetary as well as aesthetic—of 
their Regency heritage should see that it 
is safeguarded without delay; £60,000 is 
a small price to pay for the preservation 
of such an asset. 


London’s Bridges. 


WATCHING a short film recently, on Lon- 
don’s bridges, raised the interesting prob- 
lem. of bridge design generally. Apart 
from the fact that their function is to 
span. a breadth of water, the design of 
bridges throughout history has been 
a thoroughly ‘eclectic affair, changing 
in ‘mood from the monumental to the 
functional at will. and rarely arriving at 
any set basis for design. ‘This, of course, 
is nothing if not a good thing, and Lon- 
don’s bridges, a variegated bunch in all 
conscience, exemplify this rather aban- 
doned approach to the problem. From 
Tower Bridge ta Waterloo Bridge is a 
far cry indeed, and it is difficult to see 
much similarity in treatment between the 
urbanity of the bridges at Westminster 
and Blackfriars and those at Hammer- 
smith and Chelsea, both of which are de- 
signed on the suspension principle, and 


are, as such, fine feats of engineering. The. 
d an 


happy combination of boi d pleasing 
appearance and structural efficiency pos- 


sessed by Waterloo Bridge suggests that 
pure expression of its engineering func- 
tion would appear to be a prerequisite of 
good bridge building. Although London 
River can boast of some high comedy, 
in the form of Tower Bridge, it is also 
spanned by Waterloo Bridge, which is 
probably the best of its kind existing 
to-day. 


Drama and the Architect. 


PRESENT-DAY dramatists continue the 
fashion of introducing, usually in a 
modest way, an architect among the 
characters of their plays. A model of a 
cricket pavilion of somewhat doubtful 
design was on show in “ The Paragon,” 
recently seen in London, and was sum- 
marily dubbed “a modern monstrosity ” 
by a more reactionary member of the 
cast. In R. C. Sherriff’s new play, “ Miss 
Mabel,” a youth dreams of building bet- 
ter houses for the people (who doesn’t?) 
and the leading character, a cripple, in 
“ A Breach of Marriage” announces his 
ambition to be an architect. This last 
was not a little embarrassing, for here 
was frustration a thousand times more 
acute than that associated with licences 
or materials: this character in his wheel- 
chair, his architectural dreams never to 
be realised, was a lesson to those who 
make mountains out of molehills. But 
we must hark back to Ibsen for the 
arch ae in architectural frustration. 
“The Master Builder” (a builder who is 
his own architect) realises his day as a 
designer and constructor is over and 
yields to the persuasions of 4 young 
woman to climb one of his church spires, 
with fatal results. Much has béen said 
against this theme, its gaucherie and lack 
of sophistication. but it remains an extra- 
ordinarily moving dramatic passage. 


The Chantrey Bequest. 


THE storm of criticism, and counter 
criticism, resulting from the showing of 
the Chantrey Bequest pictures prove, at 
least, that generally speaking art critics 
are considerably tougher meat than their 
architectural colleagues. Such contem- 
porary bias against the art of 50 or so 
years ago is understandable in its 
approach, but hardly so in its violence; 
art, as we all know, is subject to the cycle 
of fashion and development, but it must 
also be remembe that it is the 
outcome of the conditions of the period 


to which it belongs. Although it could 
be said that there is probably no other 
collection of pictures on earth as that 
which forms the Chantrey. Bequest, it 
should also be added that there has never 
been an age on earth quite like that of 
Victorian England. 

Architectural critics, it would appear, 
are more finely tempered to the follies 
(and frequent delights) of Victorian archi- 
tects, whose work, although it never rose 
to lyrical. heights, often Seplaved a 
meticulousness (which can also be clearly 

iscerned in the paintings of the Chantrey 
Bequest) wholly peculiar to the period. 

It is, ewe, this somewhat quaint 
care for detail which has endeared the 
Victorian age to us. 

The art of the period seems very 
similar, in its approach, to the architec- 
ture, quite commendably judged by the 
standards of the time. Whether it be Land- 
seer’s lions or waxed fruit in a glass bowl, 
doubtless. the cycle of art will continue 
and those of our time can rest assured 
that 50 years hence the Critics will be 
equally vociferous. 


Architects’ Questions Wanted. 


AT an extra general meeting which 
the R.I.B.A. have arranged for Tues- 
day, March 1, at 6 p.m., Sir Thomas 
Sheepshanks will read a paper on “ The 
Town and Country Planning Act: Some 
Implications for Architects.” Sir Thomas 
will answer questions on the Act during 
the evening. He would like to have the 
questions in advance, as some of them 
may need considerable research. Archi- 
tects who have questions which they 
would like Sir Thomas to answer should 
send them immediately to the secretary, 
R.I.B.A. The sending in of ‘questions in 
advance will not preclude architects ask- 
ing questions at the lecture. Sir Thomas 
Sheepshanks will only. deal-with questions 
which do not apply to the work of the 
Central, Land Board, as Sir. Malcolm 
Trustram .Eve dealt with this aspect on 
December 14. 


“ Posters and the Planning Act.” 

AN illustrated memorandum with the 
above title; prepared on behalf of the 
Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England by Mr. P. A. Barnes, secretary 
of the Lancashire . branch of. _ that 
organisation, has just been issued from 
the Council’s office, 4, Hobart-place, Lon- 
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don, S.W.1 (price 9d.). It should be in 
the sion of all who are interested 
in the elimination. of undesirable out- 
door advertising, for it marshals very 
effectively the arguments against this 
nuisance, besides giving a useful sum- 
mary of the advertisement regulations 
under the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947, Section 31. Over 40 photo- 
graphic illustrations remind us painfully 
of the way in which town and country are 
desecrated by poster advertising, and 
there are four maps showing the extent 
to which important roads in different 


parts of the country are affected. On the , 


road from London to Hastings, for ex- 
ample, there are no fewer than 1,075 
large advertisements, over 400 of these 
being on the gables of buildings, and the 
remainder on hoardings or field sign- 
boards. (Small advertisements and those 
dealing with trade carried on at the 
premises are not included.) All existing 
advertisements may remain for a period 
of grace, in some cases up to August 1, 
1951, and even then may not disappear, 
since the powers of local planning 
authorities are permissive and to be ex- 
ercised only in the interests of amenity 
and public safety. Pressure may have to 
be brought to bear on some authorities 
to get unsightly posters removed, and the 
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memorandum shows how action may be 
taken. The C.P.R:E. has done extremely 
valuable. work in | Nec regula- 
tions on the Statute k; public support 
is still needed to ensure that they become 
fully effective. 


Licence for Cathedral Nave. 

A LICENCE which has been granted for 
the building of the eastern bay of the 
nave of Liverpool Cathedral, for which 
Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, O.M., F.R.I.B.A,, 
is the architect, permits only a small 
annual expenditure. It is ‘ore 
thought that the work will take 12 years 
to complete. As soon as the foundation 
is. ready it will be possible to proceed 
with the building, for a great deal of pre- 
pared stone is in-hand. It is said that 
for the foundation alone 900 tons of 
rock will have to be excavated. The 
upper layers of the sandstone rock are so 
soft and friable that it is aap Hey to 
go down some 20 ft. below the floor level 
to reach rock solid enough to carry the 
weight of the cathedral. 


‘Shoreditch Spire to be Rebuilt. 


Tue famous bells of Shoreditch, in the 
beifry of St. Leonard’s Church, which 
have been silent since the beginning of 
the last war, are in danger. The church 


A PLAQUE IN. ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL. This plaque has beep 


placed by the 


» Wardens and Court of Assistants of the Stationers’ 


and Newspaper Makers’ Company in the Church of St. Faith-under- 


St. Paul’s. 


The plaque, -which is entirely of Portland stone (Cotton 


Fields), is the work of MR. LAURENCE TURNER, and has. been set 
on the wall of the church facing west. . 


Society of Antiquaries Elections, 

On February 3 the eates were 
elected Fellows of the Society of Anti- 
quaries: Mr. J. H. Harvey, Mr. Philip 
Sturdy and Mr. Cyril E. Kenny. 


Post-War Schools Construction. 

Mr. Sipney Lowet, F.S.A., F.R.LB.A., 
Kent County Architect, has been invited 
to deliver the Bossom Gift Lecture to 
the Chadwick Trust. His subject will-be 
** The Employment of New Materials and 
Methods of Construction of the Post- 
War Schools.” The lecture will be given 
at the Royal Sanitary Institute, 90, Buck- 
ingham Palace-road, S.W.1, at 2.30 p.m. 
on April 5. Mr. F.. R. Hiorns, F.S.A., 
F.R.1.B.A., will be in the chair. 


The Working Party. 

THE Minister of Works has appointed 
Sir Luke Fawcett, O.B.E., to be a member 
of the Working Party on Building Opera- 
tions in place of Sir John Stephenson, 
C.B.E., who has resigned in consequence 
of. his appointment as chairman of the 
Eastern Gas Board. 


Railway Executive Appointment. 

THE appointment was announced on 
February 4, of Dr. F. F. C. Curtis, 
D.Eng., A.R.I.B.A., as Architect to the 
Railway Executive of British Railways. 
One of Dr. Curtis’s most recent works 
the Hanger-lane station on the Cen 
Line, is illustrated in this issue. 

Dr. Curtis, after serving - with the 
Southern Railway and with firms of con- 
sulting architects, became Lecturer in 
Architecture at Liverpool University 
School of Architecture in 1936. In 
March, 1947, he was appointed Architect 
to the G.W.R., and now leaves the 
Western Region for the Railway. Execu- 
tive. Dr. Curtis served with the Royal 
Engineers from July, 1942, to December, 
1945, becoming a Staff Officer at General 
Headquarters, India Command. 


Lectures on Royal Buildings. . 
Mr. JOHN SUMMERSON, __ F-.S.A., 
A.R.LB.A., curator of Sir John Soane 
Museum, will be. giving three lectures 
on “Royal Building Works Under the 
Stuarts” at the Royal Institution of 
Great Britain, 21, Albemarle-street, 
W.1, commencing on February 24. The 
first talk ‘will be entitled “The Office of 
Works in the Seventeenth Century.” The 
second talk, “The Surveyorship of 
Inigo Jones,” will be given on March 
3, and the last, “The Surveyorship of 
Sir Christopher Wren,” on March 10. 
Each lecture will begin at 5.15 p.m. 


Basildon Development Corporation. _ 

Sm LancecoT Keay, P-P.R.1.B.A., has 
been appointed by the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning as chairman of 
the Development Corporation which has 
been formed to establish the new town at 
Basildon, Essex. Other members of the 
Corporation are:—Mr. E. L. Protheroe 
(vice-chairman), lately chief engineer and 
secretary to the Punjab Government; Mr. 
Mark Auliff; Alderman Mrs. Gregory; 
Mr. F. Jobson; Mrs. W. M. Knight; 
and Colonel S. A. Smith. 


No Central Heating in Coventry Yet. 
CoventTry’s Planning and Redevelo 
ment Committee has decided that it would 
not be justified at this stage in recommend- 
ing the city council to proceed with a 
scheme of district heating in the central 
area. However, the committee is anxious 
to ensure that its decision does not close 
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STAIRCASE AT BEXHILL PAVILION. E. Mendelsohn and S. Chermayeff, 
Architects. From a photograph by Herbert Felton, F.R.P.S. (See this page.) 


the door on the possible introduction of a 
district heating scheme, as it believes that 
present-day research into new methods 
of heating may lead to surprising results 
in the’zelatively near future. 


Board of Trade Appointments. 


THE Board of Trade have appointed the 
following as members of the Monopolies 
and Restrictive Practices Commission: 
Sir Archibald Carter, K.C.B., K.C.LE. 
(chairman); C. N. Gallie; Frederick 
Grant, K.C., M.C.; Mrs. Joan Robinson; 
Sir Harold Saunders; Gordon Stott; the 
ov ae ie Wedgwood; R. E. Yeabsley, 


The’ Commission is set up under the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices 
(Inquiry and Control) Act, 1948. It will 
not initiate inquiries, but will investigate 
matters referred to it by the Board of 
Trade under the Act. Any correspondence 
should be addressed to the Secretary, 
I.M.1 Division, Board of Trade, Millbank, 
S.W.1. 


Professional Announcement. 

Mr. W. J. ¥F. Tittyarp, A.R.LCS.. 
chartered quantity surveyor, has been 
joined in partnership by Cor. J. B. 
Marks, O.B.E.. F.R.LC.S.. who has 
recently retired from the Army and re- 


linquished his appointment as_ Chief 
Quantity Surveyor, War Office. They will 
practise as W. J. F. Tillyard, chartered 
quantity ‘surveyors, 28, Wigmore-street. 
London, W.1 


COMING EVENTS 

4 Tuesday, February 15. 

THe ARCHITECTURAL ScIENCE BOARD.— 
“* Force and Form,” by Mr. Felix J. Samuely, 
B.Sc., Assoc. M.Inst.C.E. 66, Portland-pl., 
W.1. 6p.m. . : 

THe Houstnc Centre.—‘‘ The Housing 
Work of the Holborn Borough Council,” by- 
Miss Sharp, 13, Suffolk-st., S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 

THe GAUGE AND TooL MAKERS’ ASSOCIA- 
TION.—‘“‘ Canada To-day,” by Mr. E. H. 
Gilpin. Luncheon. “ Savoy Hotel, W.1. 


1 p.m. 
; Wednesday, February 16. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIA~ 
TION.—“ Planning in Australia,” by Prof- 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie, F.R.I.B.A. 28, 
King-st., W.C.2. 6.15 p.m. 

THE INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF ARCHI- 
TECTS AND SuRvEYORS (London and Home 
Counties Branch).—‘ Valuation for Rating,” 
by Mr. ‘A. C, Williamson, F.I1.A.S. York 
Hall, Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 
6.30 p.m. 

Thursday, February 17. 

TIMBER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION (London 
Region).—** Glued Laminated Timber Struc- 
tures,” by Mr. R. T. Walters, A.R.I.B.A. 
Polytechnic, Regent-st., W.1. 7.15 p.m. 
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BuILDING INDUsTRIES LUNCHEON. CLUB.— 
“The Heat Load,” by Prof. Sir Alfred 
Egerton, F.R.S.,M.A. Hungaria Restaurant, 
Lower Regent-st., W.1. 1 p.m. 

Society OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY.—‘ Tech- 
nique of Silicate Chemistry at High Tempera- 
ture,” by Mr. R. W. Nurse, of the Building 
Research Station. Gas Industry House, 1, 
Grosvenor-pl., S.W.1. 6 p.m. 


Friday, February 18. 


Royat INSTITUTION OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
“The Agora of Ancient Athens: A Study 


in Archzological Restoration,” by Prof. 
Homer “A. ompson. 21, Albemarle-st., 
W.1. 9 p.m. 


THE LONDON ASSOCIATION OF BUILDERS’ 
FOREMEN AND CLERKS OF Works. — “ Buiid- 
ing Safety, Health and Welfare Regulations,” 


by Mr. G. R. Coles, H.M. Inspector of Fac- 
tories. Memorial Hall, Farringdon-st., E.C.4. 
7.30 p.m. 


Saturday, February 19. 

Town AND COUNTRY PLANNING Associa- 
TION.—One-day School on Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947. Town Hall, Man- 
chester. 


Architectural Photography 


EXHIBITION OF MR. HERBERT 
FELTON’S WORK 


AN interesting exhibition of architec- 

tural photography covering a cen- 
tury was recently opened by Sir E. Mac- 
lagan, K.C.V.O., at the premises of the 
Royal Photographic Society, 16; Princes- 
gate, S.W.7. Photographs by ‘Mr. Her- 
bert Felton, F.R.P.S., represent the 
present age, while examples taken by 
Roger Fenton show the stage reached by 
photography nearly a century ago. It 
is therefore most interesting to compare 
the new and old schools. As would 
be expected, great progress has been 
made, which is apparent in this exhibi- 
tion, and Mr. Felton’s prints possess tone 
value and effects which are not to be seen 
in Fenton’s work, though this is not to 
disparage the latter, whose work is ex- 
cellent, and was, in his time, well known. 
Mr, Felton has obviously exercised much 
patience and judgment to have obtained 
such satisfactory results. 


Amongst. the most striking on show 
are “ Ripon Cathedral: Stairs to Chapter 
House,”—a view beyond criticism; “ Ely 
Cathedral—N. Wall of Chapter House,” 
which has a remarkable sun-flecked light 
on the ‘sculptural detail—a most pleas- 
ing and unusual view; and. “ Wymond- 
ham,” a view of the tower of this old 
church forming a dominating and striking 
silhouette against the sky.. Of the modern 
architecture seen, “Staircase, Bexhill 
Pavilion ”. (illustrated) and “Hall of a 
modern house, Chertsey ”. have quality as 
photographs, 

Of the picturesque, beloved of the ama- 
teur, outstanding are “ Six-sail Windmill, 


- Long Sutton, Lincs”; “ Arlington Row, 


Bibury, Gloucester”; and “ Snettisham 
Church, Norfolk,” all of which show fine 
lighting effects. Among the architec- 
tural details shown are “Bench End, 
Cley,' Norfolk,’ and “Elbow stop in 
Choir stalls,: Salle, Norfolk.” | These 
details capture the texture of the oak 
carving admirably. 

Those interested in photography should 
visit the exhibition, which is unusual on 
account of the comparison, and of the 
fine modern work to be seen. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1849 
Saturday, February 10, 1849. 
SUPPLY OF WATER TO THE Crry.—It is 
stated that the New River Company have 
agreed to furnish water to the whole of 
the courts and alleys in the city twice a 
day, gratis, for sanitary purposes. 
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REVIEW. of designs, drawings, etc., 
submitted for R.I.B.A. prizes and 
studentships was made by Mr. Anthony 
M. Chitty, M.A., A.A.Dip., F.R.LB.A., 
A.M.T.P.L, at a meeting of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects held at 66, 
Portland-place, W.1, on February 8. Mr. 
Michael Waterhouse, M.C., B.A., the 
President, was in the chair. 

THE PRESIDENT, in his address to the 
students, offered what he described as 
“some suggestions of various thoughts 
which you may develop for yourselves,” 
and said that an asset, valuable to all, 
but particularly to an architect, was the 
power to absorb quickly, the more 
quickly the better, the thoughts of others. 
Whether it were by reading, by conver- 
sation, by observation, by sketching, it 
was one of the fundamentals of any 
education. 

“Let the architect not cumber himself 
with too much of the intricacies of the 
various knowledges of differing types of 
engineers or surveyors, or other profes- 
sions. Let him be true to architecture. 
But that truth is unattainable without 
the spirit of impressionability and the 
power of retentive absorption. Thus to 
my next point. 

“ The duty of the architect to his client 
is a matter on which much has been 
said, and, indeed, one in which the student 
actually passes an examination. — 
will not, therefore, labour the point. 
But Iwill say that the greater the 
ability of the architect to exercise this re- 
ceptivity the better will he fulfil those 
duties.” 

Besides the client the other great human 
factor in architects’ lives was the builder. 
The President regretted that that duty to 
the builder did not appear to be made 
such a formal feature of the architect’s 
professional catechism as that to the 
client. This was a subject too long to do 
more than hint at. There were obvious 
matters such as the supply of drawings and 
information of every kind in proper and 
reasonable time; the ever watchful care 
necessary upon oneself to ensure that the 
builder had all the information and not 
only scraps; the decencies and courtesies 
demanded by the system of tendering if 
fairness was to be really scrupulous; the 
constant guard upon oneself to see that 
neither ‘the architect nor any other 
demanded of the builder anything that 
he could not afford to refuse, even though 
it was more than ought in fairness be 
asked. . 

“There is also another matter on 
which guidance should be given, though 
it is of a rather different kind,” con- 
cluded the President. “I outline it as 
follows: The architect should neither 
usurp nor be expected to undertake those 
obligations of the organisation of a job 
which are, under the contract, 
builder’s liability. The contractor under- 
takes to produce certain buildings at a 
certain cost in a certain time. It is his 
duty so to organise the job that he does 
this and makes his own profit too, greater 
or lesser according to his own organising 
ability relative to the tendér figure. The 
extent of the architect’s supervision and 
control is a clear and separate matter. 


“ During the war, and since, there have 
been some cases of misconception of 
these independent functions, and a ten- 
dency to expect or even demand of the 
architect an unjustifiable interference in 
the contractor’s affairs.” 


the. 
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R.LB.A. PRIZES AND STUDENTSHIPS 
Mr: Anthony Chitty’s Review of Designs 


The Designs Reviewed. 

Mr. ANTHONY M. CuiTTy, in the course 
of his review of designs, etc., submitted 
for the R.I.B.A. prizes and studentships, 
began by saying that in the words of the 
dictionary a “critic” was a “ giver of 
judgment, a censurer.” He did ‘not, how- 
ever, intend that on this occasion this 
meaning should be appropriate, for the 
critic’s duty here was to’act as a gramo- 
phone record of the collected views of the 
various juries who had sat in judgment 
on the work of the 345 competitors who 
took part for last year’s prizes. 

Mr. Chitty continued: First of all, 
let me give my sincere congratulations to 
all those who took part, to those who 
won no prizes as well as to those who 
did, and especially to those who com- 
peted in far off lands (for it requires 
courage and faith to enter a compétition 
under those conditions). To those who 
were unsuccessful, it may be some 
comfort to reflect that at least they 
achieved the discipline necessary to carry 
a task to its end—an experience that 
every architect must have in the execution 
of his work. ‘ 

There were 211 competitors for the 
Tite Prize, of whom 19 were allowed to 
proceed with their final drawings. The 
subject was a Rowing Club with a river- 
side site at the finishing line of the racing 


I reach. This prize founded “for the study 


of Italian architecture” has previously 
been restricted to design in a particular 
style, and this conception of architectural 
design being now outmoded the R.I.B.A. 
Prizes Committee agreed last year te lift 
this restriction for the future. 

It is interesting to observe that the 
designs submitted, though not in “an 
historical style,” nevertheless share @ style 
which future critics will find no more 
difficult to date than R.I.B.A. prize draw- 
ings of the Gothic or classic revivals or 
the neo-Georgian era. The only conclusion 
to be drawn from this is that the best 
architecture is largely independent of the 
neat mask of its contemporary 
style. 

The prize, as ‘you have heard, was 
awarded to Mr. A. C. Mackintosh, 
Student R.I.B.A. This scheme was un- 
doubtedly head and shoulders above the 
rest for an efficient plan, neat enough 
elevations and a good simple presentation 
in black and white with a hint of colour. 
Competitors. had to make the choice of 
planning the building on one or two 
floors, and most competitors found the 
site too small to satisfy a one-floor plan. 
I must mention the sad tendency to be 
seen in so many designs, both for the Tite 
and for other prizes, towards a harsh 
medley of modernistic clichés. Do not 
misunderstand me—the distinction I want 
to make is between good .modern 
architecture and bad modern architecture, 
not between'a new style and an old style. 
There is no substitute for continuous and 
painful study in designing a building, and 
the lazy use’ of cliché does not make 
architecture. The all-glass walls, with 
little consideration to opening lights, to 
condensation, to heating, to draughts; 


the rustic stonework, the complex of ver-. 


tical and horizontal features, the lack of 
finesse in detail, the arbitrary roof shapes, 
the use of the round window (that most 
dangerous of all architectural shapes): 
these elements too easily become mean- 
ingless in inexpert hands. 

No scheme submitted in the Tite, I 
felt, had really seizéd upon the character 
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of the site, its relation to the river, 
its winding stream, its existing bridge, its 
approach downhill, and made ‘a proper 
relationship between it and the buildings. 


Seventy-two competitors entered for 
the Victory Scholarship and 15 were per- 
mitted to finish. This was a mammoth 
task—the planning of an aquarium, 
together with the headquarters of a 
learned body, cinema, restaurant and 
other ancillary buildings upon a falling 
riverside site. The contours of the site 
were really the key to the scheme, though 
many competitors missed this point and 
placed high buildings unsuitably against 


the skyline. The winner, Mr. W. F. 
Howitt, Student R.I.B.A., produced a 
really first-class scheme. e planning 


was masterly, and the details were tech- 
nically sound, while the underlying ideas 
of the terrace layout and dispersal of 
buildings on the site was brilliant. The 
water cascade was excellently handled 
and a big feature in the design. The 
whole scheme, like most of those sub- 
mitted, kept close to the original esquisse. 


The standard of draughtsmanship in 
the Victory this year was ae 
in fact the Tite submissions were higher 
in this respect, and I would like here to 
make a plea for better draughtsmanship 
throughout the schools. In some cases 
there has recently been a slightly con- 
temptuous attitude to matters of presen- 
tation and drawing and colouring tech- 
nique. But we should not forget that the 
drawing is the only link the architect has 
with client, — surveyor, builder and 
operative. If this medium is imperfect, so 
also will be the interpretation of the 
architect’s idea. Facility of draughtsman- 
ship is not to be despised in the architect. 


Mr. Chitty concluded by commenting 
upon the submissions for the R.I.B.A. 
Silver Medal for Measured Drawings, the 
Owen Jones Studentship, the Alfred 
Bossom Research Fellowship and the 
Arthur Cates Prize. With reference to 
the competitors for prizes for public and 
secondary schools, he said: “All these 
young people as well as future entrants 
for these rizes would do well to visit as 
many bitions as possible, both of 
modern painting and of end-of-term 
architectural students’ work, and observe 
other people’s technique for subject 
matter and presentation. The. drawings 
this year were much better than the 
essays. It should be remembered that an 
essay on an architectural subject ought to 
be more than just a catalogue of. dreary 
facts such as can be had from any guide- 
book; the object is to add something new 
to the sum of human knowledge.” 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Fleet Air Arm Memorial. 
The Imperial War Graves Commission 


invite architects who are ex-serving full- 
time members of His Majesty’ Forces to 
submit designs in competition. for the 
Fleet Air Arm Memorial of ,the 1939-45 
War, which they propose to erect-on a 
site on the sea-front at Lee-on-Solent. 
The assessor is Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A., 
and premiums of £100, £60 and £30. are 
offered. The last day for submitting 
designs is May 20 next, and the last day 
for questions is March 18. 

Conditions may be obtained from the 
Secretary, ‘Imperial War Graves Com- 
mission, 32, Grosvenor-gardens, S.W.1, 
on deposit of £1. Applicants for con- 
ditions must state:: 


(a) Their architect’s registration 


number; (b) The branch of H.M. Forces 
in which they served. 
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Amenities in L.C.C. Housing Projects 
An Address by Mr. C. H. Walker 


MPHE housing programme of the Lon- 

don County Council, with particu- 
lar reference to the amenities aspect, was 
described by Mr. Cyrit H. WALKER, 
O.B.E., M.C.,. F.R.ILCS., L.R.LB.A., 
Housing Director of the L.C.C., when he 
addressed a meeting of the National 
Amenities Council at the Institution of 


Structural Engineers in London on 
Feb 4. Mr. C. W. Gipson, J.P., 
M.P., chai of the L.C.C. Housing 


Committee, presided. 

Mr. Walker began by dealing with the 
early housing work of the L.C.C. after it 
succeeded the old Metropolitan Board of 
Works in 1889, and he described how the 
newly constituted Council, armed with 
the powers afforded by the Housing of the 
Working Classes Act of 1890, decided to 
erect its own dwellings on cleared sites. 

After recounting the Council’s housing 
3 -pg during the inter-war period Mr. 

alker then went on to make detailed 
reference to current work and proposals, 
and said: — 

The 1939-45 war brought the Council’s 
housing activities to a standstill. The 
elaborate ical organisation which 
had been built up to produce the neces- 
pr plans and drawings was broken up 
and its personnel absorbed in the armed 
forces and the Civil Defence services. As 
the war drew towards its conclusion, how- 
ever, a nucleus of staff was gathered. to- 
gether to prepare plans for the first part 
of the post-war programme. By this 
time it was ohvious that the need for 
housing accommodation in London was 
assuming vast proportions, and it was 
estimated that London’s total housing 
need called for the provision of some 
200,000: new permanent dwellings. . The 





Council set itself the task of providing 
100,000 new permanent dwellings as its 
immediate post-war programme, In the 
early stages of this programme, it was 
hampered by the need to repair: over 
78,000 of its dwellings which had been 
damaged but were still habitable, but de- 
spite this’ and other difficulties, over 
28,000 new homes of one sort or another 
had been proves by the Council mp te 
the end of December, 1948. Only about 
12,500 of these homes, however, are new 


‘permanent dwellings or war-destroyed 


dwellings which have been entirely re- 
built. In addition, 11,900 dwellings were 
in construction and plans were in hand or 
tenders had been invited for a further 
72,000 dwellings. Building operations 
have commenced on some 70 in-County 
block dwelling schemes. and are in pro- 
gress at seven large-out-County cottage es- 
tates which constitute almost small towns 
in themselves. Despite these achieve- 
ments, the Council’s waiting list stands at 
approximately 160,000. 

In face of the immense need for new 
housing accommodation, it was realised 
towards the end of the war that the most 
important thing was to have plans and 
drawings ready to commence building as 
soon as practicable after the cessation of 
hostilities. It was decided not to go 
ahead with the long and difficult task of 
designing entirely new types of dwellings 
in conformity with latest ideas, as this 
would have led to unjustifiable delay, but 
instead, to concentrate at this early stage 
on making improvements to the pre-war 
types. The main improvements were the 
rearrangement of the kitchen (including 
the provision of water heaters in all 
cases), the provision of hand basins in all 








Children’s playroom, Minerva Estate, Bethnal Green. 
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bathrooms. and additional and improved’ 


storage facilities. 

The Council was not content, how- 
ever, to continue building these improved 
pre-war , and following the issue of 
the Housing Manual of 1944, specialist 
staff were put on the job of producing 
new designs for both flats and cottages. 

For flats, apart from improvements to 
kitchen fittings and: cupboard accommo- 
dation afid the provision of constant hot 
water, the principal planning improve- 
ments are in the sizes and arrangement of 
rooms. Lifts are for the first time being 
provided in blocks of five storeys and 
over and coal hoists for four-storey 
blocks. Blocks of maisonettes were also 
designed with -accommodation compar- 
able with that of. three-, four- and five- 
room cottages. This will result in greater 
privacy than flats and enable a number 
of tenants to be provided: with gardens, 

The new “P” types of cottage range 
from a bungalow dwelling of one room, 
suitable for aged couples or persons liv- 
ing alone, to a family house of five rooms. 
Similar improvements have been made as 
in the new flats and in addition a fuel 
store and a tool store are provided. A 
three-bedroom cottage has an overall floor 
area of about 850 sq. ft. After the pro- 
duction of the “P” type design, the 
Ministry of Health intimated that the 
appropriate size for a_ three-bedroom 
house was 950 sq. ft., and that it was de- 
sirable to include an additional w.c. The 
“V” type was therefore designed, 
which, in addition to larger roomis, has 
an additional w.c. on the ground floor, 
entered off the rear entrance lobby. 

Finally, the Council has recently 
approved pane for new types of larger 
semi-detached houses for letting at econo- 
mic rents to persons in the higher in- 
come groups. 

The Council has been gravely handi- 
capped in its post-war housing programme 
by the shortage of skilled labour and of 
materials. One direction in which it is 
endeavouring to circumvent these short- 
ages is in the development of new 
methods of building. These methods rely 
far less on skilled men and traditional 
material than do traditional brick houses, 
and by virtue of offsite prefabrication 
eliminate a large proportion of the loss of 
man-hours due to bad weather, etc. Ex- 
cluding ‘the single-storey E.F.M. houses, 
no fewer than 10 types of two-storey non- 
traditional house construction are in use 
by the Council on its cottage estates. 
Some are built of concrete or composition 
blocks, others consist of steel or pre-cast 
concrete frames with various forms of 
cladding, while one type is built of plastic- 
bonded plywood. Plans of a number of 
the permanent prefabricated houses have 
been amended to meet the Council’s 
special needs and in general they provide 
similar accommodation to the Council’s 
own “P” type three- and four-room 
houses. Prefabrication has not so far 
been successfully adapted for flats over 
two storeys in height, but the Council is 
building a number of flats in monolithic 
reinforced concrete. This method leads 
to a saving in time and a large propor- 
tion of semi-skilled labour is utilised. 

I would now like to deal in rather more 
detail with the Council’s current housing 
programme with particular references to 
the amenity aspect. 


Site Planning. 

With regard to site planning, I will deal 
first with block dwelling estates. As re 
gards the in-County sites, there exists 
considerable variation in sizes and general 
features in the central area.. Some of the 
sites have attractive natural features such 
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Housing at the Debden Estate, Essex, showing preservation of the trees. 


as good trees, or are situated near park- 
lands, commons and other open spaces. 
Other sites in densely built-up areas have 
none of these advantages and rely for in- 
terest solely on the merits of the develop- 
ment and on a long-term planning pro- 
gramme. Thus each in-County site in 
many senses represents a problem in itself 
and the development of the site has to be 
tackled accordingly. 

The Council’s Woodberry Down Estate, 
which, with an area of some 64 acres, is 
one of the largest of the in-County hous- 
ing sites, will eventually provide accom- 
modation for over 1,700 families. An- 
cillary development will include schools, 
community and welfare centres, a hostel 
for the aged, children’s fitted playgrounds, 
a health centre, a public-house, library, 
perambulator sheds, shops, tenants’ 
workshops and a promenade with orna- 
mental gardens along the New River. 

The apes? of this site can be regarded 
as typical of the general run of the Coun- 
cil’s block dwelling estates. From a 
study- of the Woodberry Down layout it 
will be apparent that the Council has paid 
increasing. attention since the war. to lay- 
outs which will enable blocks to be suffi- 
ciently spaced to bring ample light and 
air into all the rooms and make it pos- 
sible for greens, shrubberies and. flower 
gardens to be laid out and not, as was 
often the case im the past, only a 
few dull shrubs between each area of 
asphalt. Incidentally, pre-war . estates 
have not been neglected in this respect 
and at China Walk, Lambeth, for ex- 
ample, rose beds have been laid out and 
silver birches planted, while summer bed- 
ding will add touches of bright colour to 
the green lawns. The Council has also 
revived the pre-war spring and summer 
garden competitions and has instituted 
special competitions for gardens of tem- 
porary. houses and window-boxes of block 
dwellings. To encourage the latter, the 
Council has commenced pry Sse. tenants 
with window-boxes free of charge. 

Turning now to the Council’s out- 


County cottage development, the layout 
of the Harold Hill Estate, Romford, 
which covers some 1,460 acres, has been 
designed to make provision for a fully 
balanced and complete community. Two- 
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storey houses will predominate among the 
7,600 dwellings ultimately to-be erected, 
and there will also be provided: Eleven 
schools (121.6 acres); community centre 
(20.8 acres); health centre and. clinics 
(4.6 acres); shops (13.6 acres);. refresh- 
ment houses (8.4 acres); cinema and car- 
park (3.2 acres); churches (9.6 acres); and 
libraries (2.3 acres). 

In the planning of this estate, the 
greatest possible use has been made of 
the physical features of the site. A large 
number of fine trees, coppices, etc., are 
being preserved and have been incorpor- 
ated in the layout. A number of three- 
storey flats will be sited on the higher 
land to provide an interesting skyline and 
the industrial area has been sited on the 
more level land towards the south-west 
corner of the site, with easy access to the 
Colchester Road. 

The development of one of the Coun- 
cil’s. large post-war cottage estates such 
as Harold Hill is equivalent to building a 
small town in itself and every effort 
is being made to make them self-con- 
tained communities. In the initial stages 
of development, before the local industry 
has been established, there is inevitably 
the need for daily journeys to inner Lon- 
don, but in due time local employment 
will be available to a proportion. of the 
tenants: ' 


Communal Facilities. 

The Council has always been concerned 
with the welfare of the families of its 
estates and with the post-war period has 
come a demand for better facilities of 
this nature. Careful attention has been . 
paid to the question of laundry facilities 
on its post-war block dwelling estates, and 
it has been decided to lighten the burden 
of housewives by removing the washing 
of clothes as far as possible from the 
home toa special laundry. For estates of 


L.C.C. house for the professional classes, Type V6(c). 
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200 to 300 flats, a separate laundry build- 
ing will be provided -with mechanical 
washing machines, wash sinks, wringers, 
hot-water supply, water-softening plant 
and drying cabinets. Over this will be a 
club room with kitchen utility room and 
tans perc sie For av mean 
specially equipped rooms will be provide 

* in the blocks. The provision. of these 
amenities makes it possible to omit the 
provision of drying rooms, and individual 
wash boilers in each flat. In those flats 
without the facilities I have just described, 
heated drying rooms are now provided in 
place of the previous type of cold drying 
rooms. ‘The heated drying rooms are 
fitted with a range of drying cabinets 
operated by gas and ‘thermostatically 
controlled and ventilated by means of an 
electric fan built into an aperture in the 
external wall. Passenger lifts are. now 
provided in all blocks of five and more 
storeys and coal hoists in blocks of four 
storeys and above. The passenger lifts 
are of the automatic type and motor 
rooms to take the lift machinery are, as 
a rule, planned in the roof above the lift 
shafts. The system of refuse removal now 
in current practice is that of the dust 
chute delivering into a container in the 
refuse chamber at ground-floor level. A 
self-closing refuse hopper delivering into 
the chute pipe is provided on each main 
landing of the common staircase and a 
slightly larger hopper is placed in the 
_ Pater of the gy nec cua itself 
or the purpose of receiving large tins 
and other bulky items of refuse. The 
number of perambulator and cycle sheds 
at block dwelling estates is being con- 
siderably increased, thus obviating the 
need to store these articles in the flat 
itself. Children’s fitted playgrounds are 
being provided at new block dwelling 
_ estates, but an interesting experiment has 
been made at the Minerva Estate, recently 
completed. In this case, instead of the 


usual paved play spaces, roof playgrounds 


are available for the younger children 
which contain sun play rooms with fitted 
blackboards and playing apparatus for 
the children. ; 

A . rather important feature which 
can act as a focal point of sociai life on 
large estates, particularly cottage estates, 
is the community centre. The provision 
of community centres outside the County 
is a matter for the local education. author- 
ity, but the Council has used its influence 
to encourage the provision of such 
centres for its own tenants, and for this 
purpose large dwellings purchased with 
the estate (e.g., Friday Hill House at 
Chingford and Loughton Hall at Debden) 
have been set aside. The provision for 
such centres is more difficult inside the 
County owing to the need to devote as 
much of the available land as) possible 
to housing accommodation, but sites 
have been reserved on’ the larger estates 
such .as White City and Woodberry 
Down, and an assembly hall or a club 
room is utilised at a number of smaller 
estates. Me 
Allocation of Types of Dwellings. 

In. the planning of its schemes of block 
dwellings or cottages, the Council en- 
deavours to make provision for all needs. 
The proportion of various sizes of dwell- 
ings are broadly as follows: One-room 
dwellings, 5. per cent.; two-room dwell- 
ings, 10 per cent.; three-room dwellings, 
40 per cent.; four-room dwellings, 35 per 
cent.; and fivé-room and over, 10 per 
cent. (Thus it will be seen that by pro- 
viding dwellings of various sizes in each 
scheme, the Council is able to offer ac- 
commodation to families of all sizes. The 
one-room dwellings are designed gener- 
ally for old people or persons living 
alone, and in addition to a living-room 
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with bed recess, they have a kitchen, 
bathroom and w.c.. On estates consisting 
of all block dwellings, the one-room let- 
tings are: usually on the ground floor. In 
schemes of mixed development, it is 
sometimes possible to arrange for the old 
people’s dwellings to be of cottage type 
situated in a quiet corner of the estate 
with pleasant gardens adjacent. On the 
cottage estates, some of ,the old people’s 
dwellings are in the form of twin units 
used as a link on corner sites at the junc- 
tion of terraced or semi-detached 
houses, 


Amenities Within the Home. 

The amenities within the home include 
the following : — 

Internal Improvements.—An improved 
larder, improved dresser and broom eup- 
board in place of dresser only, sink fitting 
with two draining boards, gas-meter cup- 
board, refrigerator recess, pot shelf and 
rack, improved and additional cupboards 
in bedrooms, and provision of wash basin 
in bathroom in all types of dwellings. 

Internal Decoration—Walls of living- 
rooms and bedrooms distempered in pale 
cream with all woodwork painted cream; 
these colours blend well with almost any 
kind of internal decoration which the 
tenant may introduce. 

Space Heating.—Standard provision is 


for a gas-ignited slow-combustion open’ 


fire or “openable” stove in the living- 
room, a gas or electric fire with 
“ Nautilus ” flue in the principal bedroom 
and in the parlour (or the recess of a large 
living-room), and an electric plug in 
every other room for use with a portable 
electric fire. In the case of two-storey 
houses, convected heat is provided by the 
living-room fire to two bedrooms and to 
the kitchen, and this system is being 
gtadually brought into use at blocks of 
flats also. In some of the larger type 
houses a “ back-to-back” range is used 
which provides space heating for the 
dining kitchens as well as the living-room. 

Water Heating.—The main provision for 
water heating is a back boiler combined 
with the space heating unit connected to 
an indirect storage cylinder with insulated 
jacket. Supplementary water heating by 
an electric immersion heater or a gas 
heating element is planned for summer 
use and in some of the completed post- 
war block dwellings a multi-point heater 
has been provided. 

Central Heating and Hot Water Supply. 
—In some large blocks of flats—e.g., 
Woodberry Down—full central heating 
and hot-water supply is provided. The 
hot-water installation consists of indirect 
storage cylinders in each linen cupboard 
with a small towel airing rail. Gas or 
electric panel fires, provide rapidly any 
additional heating required in very cold 
weather.’ As an experiment, the Council 
at its Collingwood Estate (now under 
erection) is arranging for a central heat- 
ing system supplied by surplus heat from 
the adjacent brewery. The Council is 
considering the possibility of applying the 
— of district heating to its large 

lock dwelling estates. : ; 

Cooking.—Provision is. made in all 
kitchens for gas or electric cookers at the 
tenants’ option. 


Laundry. — Except where communal, 


laundries are provided, each kitchen is 
equipped with a gas or electric copper. 

Consumers’ Control Unit.—Installed in 
every new dwelling is a neatly finished 
enamelled steel consumers’ -control unit 
for electric services. This fits into a re- 
cess of a lobby or kitchen wall, and con- 
tains the ‘electric meter and other acces- 
sOries. { 

The new policy of the Council is to en- 
deavour to create housing estates repre- 
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senting a complete cross-section of the 
population. _ Accordingly, a. number of 

lock dwelling schemes are planned for 
letting at higher rents than is usual, and 
at the bigger out-County estates larger 
type houses are planned to cater for the 
needs of the professional and managerial 
classes. These houses provide more 
spacious rooms and a cloak room epen- 
ing from the hall, with lavatory basin and 
w.c. ‘The constant. hot-water supply wiil 
be used to provide heated towel rails and 
a proportion of the new houses will have 
their own garages. The houses will be 
let at rents in the region of £130-£150 a 
year, exclusive of rates, the tenants being 
responsible for internal repairs and de- 
corations. Pending the establishment of 
health centres at large® cottage estates, 
arrangements are made for doctors to be. 
allocated suitable accommodation so that 
ne, tenant has far to go to receive medical 
aid. 


HOMES FOR LONDON 
Exhibition of L.C.C. and Metropolitan 


Borough Housing 


On -Monday last, the Minister of 
Health, the Rt. Hon. Aneurin Bevan, 
M.P., accompanied by the Chairman of 
the London County Council, Mr. Walter 
R. Owen, J.P., Professor Ernst Reuter, 
Senior Burgomaster of Berlin, and others, 
were present at the opening of an exhibi- 
tion at Charing Cross Underground sta- 
tion of the Council’s Homes for London. 
The exhibition (open until February 26) 
was designed by the Council’s Housing 
Department in co-operation with the 
Metropolitan Boroughs, and shows Lon- 
doners what is being done to cope with 
a great social problem. A series of 
seven panels display photographs of flats, 
permanent houses and “prefabs” of 
many designs and plans. Of the blocks 
of flats, excellent models are on view of 
the Woodberry Down scheme, Stoke 
Newington, to be opened on Thursday 
next; the Kingswood Drive Estate, Cam- 
berwell; and flats at Clapham Common 
for single persons. Some idea of pro- 
gress already made in providing tempor- 
ary accommodation may be gained from 
the following figures :— 

Temporary houses, County Council, 
7,800; temporary houses, Borough Coun- 
cils, 7,300; war-damaged (unoccupied) 
houses repaired, 68,000; conversions and 
adaptations, 27,500; requisitioned _pro- 
perties, 42,100; temporary _ short-lived 
houses, 3,000. 

Particular classes of the community 
are receiving consideration, for instance, 
dwellings for old people, and special flats 
for single business women, are new experi- 
ments. 

Since the war, the numbers of new or 
completely rebuilt permanent dwellings 
erected for London are:— 

L.C.C. (In-County), 6,800; L.C.C. (Out- 
County), 5,600; Borough Councils, . 7,200. 
This last figure includes 2,300 by pri- 
vate builders under licence from the 
Borough Councils. In addition to these, 
24,000 are now being erected. 

Millions of pounds are being spent 
yearly on London housing. In spite of 
generous subsidies, rents are high com- 
pared with pre-war, although costs have 
more than doubled. The standard of 
accommodation provided is, however, 
considerably higher. Rents of local 
authority houses, inclusive of rates, 
average at present, in the case of two- 
bedroomed flats or houses, about £1 per 
week. 

** A report on housing costs made to the 
L.C.C, by its Housing Committee is on 
page 191. 
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HANGER LANE STATION 


for the Railway Executive (Western Region) 


DR. F. F. C. CURTIS, D.Eng., A.R.LB.A., CHIEF ARCHITECT TO RAILWAY EXECUTIVE 


‘THE permanent station building at Hanger-lane, 
on London Transport’s Central Line, was opened 
to the public last month. A building of consider- 
able architectural character, it replaces the temporary 
iicket hall and footbridge which were brought into 
use when the line was extended from North Acton 
to Greenford eighteen months ago. These temporary 
superstructures at the time displayed a high degree of 
originality in adapting to peaceful uses surplus civil 
defence material such as iron and steel pipes, tubes 
and corrugated iron. (See The Builder, July 16, 
1948.) The new building occupies an important site 
at the junction of Western-avenue and the North 
Circular-road and is a notable addition to the archi- 
tecture of the locality. It is a reinforced concrete- 
framed structure, clad in cavity brickwork. The 
structural frame is monolithic, with a 12-in. concrete 
slab reinforced top and bottom and carried on pre- 
cast piling driven through a clay embankment to rock 
strata. Suspended floors and roofs are 6-in. reinforced 
concrete slab cast in situ. 
An interesting feature of the construction is the 














4-in. reinforced concrete slab roo to the circular 
ticket hall, a shallow dome rising 2 ft. 6 in. ina 
diameter of 44 ft. Throughout the job, woodwool 
slabs, 1-in. thick on internal and 14-in. thick on 
external work, have been used as permanent shutter- 
ing on the soffits of horizontal slabs to form an 
economical thermal insulation. The pre-war speci- 
fication called for the use of cork, but the substi- 
tution of woodwool slabs has effected considerable 
saving in the use of timber as shuttering as well as 
providing an ideal key for plastering. The external 
walls are of fairface brickwork and reinforced con- 
crete, rubbed down with carborundum discs, and 
finished either with a stippled slurry composed of 
one part white Poriland cement and one part Port- 
land cement, or with cream Cementone. 

The torque of the reinforced concrete canopy, 
cantilevered for half the perimeter of the building, 
is largely counterbalanced by the staff accommoda- 
tion which is partly suspended from the main struc- 
ture over the down electric track. A bus passenger 
shelter has been incorporated in the exterior design. 
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South-East Elevation 
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Plan at booking hall level. 











Plan at ground level. 
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Section B-B 
; 1-6 9" 
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' RvBEBOIO SL REED LAW TO FALLS ASMMALT. 
a: amare —_ % 
ty H - 2 . 
ere a | 
S| ie auntie * th’ cvecuru 
| Lee nay “HS = ra exe? 
{| LL san unger me, ; SECTION THEGUGH RNP 
bi ok | | 3 HOOKED OVER CENTRAL GAR IN BEM _ 7 ee ptelaniaeoe 
+ tt— sins, NOTE: WEIGAT OF PRE-CAST WINDOWS* 
| «Lye i CONCRETE MULLIONS = 18 1bS/Fr run 
£°Sfe - % Rowen CAST Glass 3/s |bs/ft* 
, Situated midway between the two passenger entrances 
° a i to the station, the shelter is inset under the wide 
‘ canopy and equipped with seats. 
ates Window frames in the new building are of 
aluminium to BSS sizes, whilst kiosk fronts, ticket 
PRE CAST LIGKT —— office window details, external canopy fascia, hand- 
, rails, etc., are of simple standard bronze sections in 
GOMORNSATION welded combinations. Floors are of compressed 
haa had See neem ee CARERS concrete tiles in the ticket hall, with red quarries in 
deen —~ the lavatories and coloured asphalt in staff mess 
So 7 oer ee eee! rooms. Ceilings have been finished with two coats 
w! eer Ce is of plaster on the woodwool slabs and distempered. 
"Re a Aord V-}) | From Western-avenue and the North Circular- 
— ee ee road, two entrances lead via tiled stairways to the 
SZ ; spacious circulating area in the centre of which is 
& ie '» the ticket booth. On the perimeter of this hall are 
ry ‘° subsidiary ticket offices and other accommodation. 
ER ft 2 A store for passengers’ cycles is incorporated in the 
ih deter layout, and is situated near the ticket barrier. The 
Seer ak. ' lower half of the wall of the ticket hall is faced 
with eggshell-glaze tiles and the upper with fairface 
Section through reinforced concrete cill in drum, and red brick in garden wall bond. Ample natural light 


details of the top ring beam. is provided by continuous clerestory windows. 
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Artificial lighting is by fluorescent 
lamps. From the ticket hall a tiled 
corridor and staircase give access to 
the east end of the island platform 
which is of conventional design, 
440-ft. long, to accommodate eight-car 
trains, surfaced with tarmac and pav- 
ing slabs. The platform roof is still, 
however, the temporary _ structure 
erected when the station was first 
opened for electric train operation. 
Sewage from the station lavatories 
and other equipment is carried by 
gravity beneath the tracks to a sump 
on the north-east side of Hanger-lane 
Bridge, lifted 25 ft. by automatic 
electrically-operated pumps to the top 
of the railway embankment and 
thence falls some 400 ft. to the nearest 
corporation sewer north of the bridge. 

simple mechanical ventilating 
system, draws off foul air from the 
public lavatories. 

The consultants for the reinforced 
concrete work were Messrs. L. G. 
Mouchel and Partners, Ltd.;_ the 
quantity surveyors were Messrs. E. C. 
Harris and Partners; and the general 
contractors, Messrs. Holliday and 
Greenwood, Ltd., of Victoria, S.W.1. 
Sub-contractors and suppliers were:— 

Marmette Prestile paving, Bianco'la and 
terrazzo work, Art Pavements and Decora- 
tions, Ltd. ; wall tiling and lavatory partitions, 
Carter and Co. (London), Ltd. ; ironmongery, 
Dryad Metal Works and Stedall and Co. ; 
bronzework, G. C. Harris; booking kiosks 
and shop fronts, Hickman, Ltd.; plastering, 
G. T. Sheen, Ltd.; ‘“ Glas-crete”’ windows, 
J. A. King, Ltd.; bronze framing, etc., Light 
Steelwork, Ltd.; asphalt, Limmer and Trinidad 
Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd.; coloured asphalt 
paving, Natural Rock Asphalt, Ltd. ; ventilating, 
Norris Warming Company ; collapsible gates, 
Potter Rax and Co., Ltd.; waterproofing, 
Quickset Water Sealers, Ltd.; tarmacadam, 
Sparkes Bros., Ltd.; aluminium windows, 
Wiggins Sankey and Co., Ltd.; glazing, James 
Clark and Eaton, Ltd.; safety treads, Bowes- 
Scott and Western, Ltd.; cycle racks, Stelcon, 
Ltd.; pumping equipment, Burn _ Bros. ; 
woodwool slabs, Marley Tile Co.; sanitary 
fittings, John Bolding and Sons, Ltd.; and rein- 
forcement, Guest, Keen and Nettlefolds, Ltd. 





HANGER LANE STATION. Two views in the booking hall. 
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The garden front. 


HOUSE 


AT EAST MOLESEY, 


SURREY 


ERIC LYONS, L.R.I.B.A. (Eric Lyons and 
G. Paulson Townsend), ARCHITECT , 


HIS house at 78, Hurst-road, 

East Molesey, Surrey, was 
completed in February, 1948. The 
contract sum was £1,200. The 
client required a house with the 
maximum permitted area and with 
allowances for a future garden- 
room extension to the living-room, 
a permanent brick garage and a 
loggia. This was to be accom- 
modated on a site with a 70-ft. 
frontage overlooking Hurst Park 
racecourse. The level of the 
site was 2 ft. 6 in. above pavement 
level, and had a slight upward 
slope to the rear, which faced 
towards the south. 


CONSTRUCTION: The construction 
consisted of 11-in. cavity load- 
bearing brickwork, with ortho- 
dox timber roof of  30-deg. 
pitch covered with  interlock- 
ing pantiles laid on felt and 
battens. Internal load-bearing walls 
were of 44-in. brickwork, and the 
partitions 24-in. breeze blocks. 
The solid ground floor was covered 
with a felt and bitumen d.p.c. mem- 
brane under a cement screed. The 
first-floor construction was joists 
and boarding. 


INTERNAL: Internal walls are 
plastered and ceilings are of 
plaster-board with skim coat; 


185 


these surfaces were generally 
distempered in off-white with 
specially selected wallpaper ap- 
plied on certain walls. The fire- 
place wall in the living-room 
has a vigorously patterned, rust- 
coloured paper, and the staircase 
wall to the entrance hall has a bold 
stripe in bright blue which is 
carried up to the first floor. Other 
papers were used in the bedrooms. 

The internal doors are standard 
flush, and some of these were 
finished in clear polish. The re- 
mainder of the internal woodwork 
was painted in off-white, with 
skirtings in pale grey. 

FITTINGS: The fireplace was 
specially designed, and _ con- 
sists of 6 in. by 6 in. brown 
eggshell tiles in a _ terrazzo 
surround. The large cill to the pro- 
jecting window feature in the 
living-room is covered with pale 
blue eggshell tiles. A similar 
colour tile is used in the bathroom 
and w.c. White glazed tiling is 
provided in the kitchen around 
preparation side. Fitments are 
standard EJMA with the doors 
only painted pale grey. The sink 
unit is stainless steel. The Aga 
cooker provides hot water to the 
cylinder in the linen cupboard on 
first floor, and an immersion heater 
is also installed. 

The ground floor is finished in 
polished wood-block flooring with 
the exception of the kitchen, which 
is in red magnesite composition. 

Externally the rustic flettons 
have been colour-washed_ with 
*“Snowcem,” pink to front and 
rear walls and grey to flank walls. 
Windows, door frames and eaves 
fascia are in off-white and the 
front door is in turquoise blue. 

The general contractors were 
Messrs. E. Gostling (Builders) Ltd., 
of Twickenham. 

Sub-contractors and _ suppliers 
were: Electric installation, J. 
Harrison and Co., Hampton Hill; 
flooring, wood-block by Vigers 
Bros., Holborn, and composition by 
Universal Flooring Co., Putney; 
tiling, Camden Tile and Mosaic Co., 
Ltd.; roofing, Eastwoods, Ltd.; 
glazing, C. Clifford, Ltd., Kingston- 
on-Thames; internal joinery, kitchen 
fitments and EJMA windows, H. 
Newsum and Sons and Co., Ltd., 
Lincoln; wallpaper, John Line and 
Sons, Ltd., London; flush doors, 
Leaderfiush, Ltd., Nottingham; iron- 
mongery, Stedall and Co., Ltd., 
and Dryad Metal Works, Leicester ; 
sanitary fittings, W. N. Froy and 
Sons, Hammersmith; fencing and 
gates, Light Steelwork, Ltd.; heat- 
ing, Aga combined heating and 
cooking unit; and fireplace sur- 
round, Art Pavements, Ltd. 

The architect was Mr. Eric 
Lyons, L.R.I.B.A., of Messrs. Eric 
Lyons and G. Paulson Townsend, 
LL.R.I.B.A., of East Molesey. 
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HOUSING 


for Agricultural Workers 


and for Old People at 
Victoria Mill Road, 
Framlingham, for 


BLYTH RURAL COUNCIL 


H. W. LOVELL, A.R.LB.A., 
A.M.T.P.1L, ARCHITECT 


HIS scheme of houses, when 

completed, will comprise 24 
dwellings at a density of about six 
per acre. There will be 16 three- 
bedroom houses in pairs, and four 
three-bedroom houses in one block, 
these being for agricultural workers, 
and two blocks of old people’s 
houses, each containing four 
houses; two with one bedroom 
and two with two bedrooms. A 
contract for eight houses for agri- 
cultural workers was let in Janu- 
ary, 1948, at £13,754, these being 
the block of four in the centre of 
the site and the pair on each side, 
and a tender of £32,177 by the 
original contractors for the re- 
maining 16 houses has now been 
accepted. In each case the price 
included road and site works. 

SitE: The site is long and nar- 
row, fairly level, facing due south, 
but rather exposed. On the east 
the existing road—has four right- 
angle bends necessitating a road im- 
provement. In the centre of the 
site the houses are set back and 
grouped around a crescent-shaped 
green, and here provision has been 
made for some tree planting. 

House PLans: The three-bed- 
room houses provide a kitchen-liv- 
ing-room, sitting-room and scullery 
on the ground floor, with the bath- 
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Three-bedroomed houses 


room and w.c. and three bedrooms 
upstairs. Porches were required 
shielding front and back doors. 

To give protection on the north 
side of the kitchen-living-room and 
sitting-room, the fuel store, cycle 
shed and downstairs w.c. were 
placed within the house instead of 
in an outbuilding, and this permits 
a rather more spacious first floor. 
Both double bedrooms and the 
living-room and sitting-room face 
south. 

I| 























FIRST FLOOR 


for agricultural workers. 


An attempt has been made to re- 
late the new houses to the existing 
brick and lath and plaster pantiled 
roofed cottages in the locality. For 
this reason 11 in. cavity brick walls 
are for the most part rendered in 
beige “ Cullamix,” with a local red 
brick plinth, and the roof is of smut 
pantiles on felt. Dormer windows 
are to be roofed with Briggs’ bitu- 
minous felt roofing. The ground 
floor is pitchmastic on concrete, 
and the first floor timber. 
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Houses for agricultural workers commenced on the first contract are shown cross-hatched, 
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PLAN 
South elevation and plans of Old People’s cottages. 


Cooking is by Ure stove, which 
provides an open fire in the living- Housing for Agricultural Workers and 
room oe — in the yrnsneci Bam 
back boiler for water heating. In - ° ° ° 
addition, there is space for an elec- for Old People at Victoria Mill Road, 
tric cooker if the tenant wishes to : 
install one, and a point is provided Framlingham, for Blyth Rural Council 
for this purpose in the scullery. 

Electric wash-boilers are provided. 

Water services are in copper, and H. W. LOVELL, A.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.E., ARCHITECT 
there is a  one-pipe plumbing 
system. The usual airing cupboard, 
built-in cupboards and storage fit- 
ments are provided. 

OLD PEOPLE’S DWELLINGS: 
These are one-storey buildings simi- 
larly constructed. The two middle 
houses of each block of four are 
two-bedroom dwellings, containing 
a living-room, scullery, bathroom 
and w.c., fuel store, larder and 
small shed, and one large and one 
small bedroom. The end houses 
are similar except that only one bed- 
room is provided. 

The equipment includes a small 
combination cooking stove with 
back boiler, electric wash-boiler. 
point for electric cooker and 
“ Maxim” sit-down bath. 

There will be a small paved ter- 
race facing south outside each 
house, with a built-in brick flower- 
box running along the front. 

The quantity surveyor is Mr. P. 
Pank, F.R.LC.S., and the builders = 
are Messrs. Wm. C. Reade, of Alde- OLD PEOPLES = COTIACcts 


burgh, Ltd. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
for Wales Without an 


“A Capital 
To THE Epiror oF The Builder. 


Sirn,—If Cardiff has decided not to 
appoint a City Architect, then I suggest 
that her present claim to become the capi- 
tal of Wales is presumptuous. 


Looking to the future, as much as to the 
past, we have the right to expect our 
capital cities to be foremost in both the 
preservation and the promotion of civic 
culture, of which architecture is the 
basis. Especially would this apply to the 
capital of a country possessed of so much 
tradition in art and with such strong 
nationalistic feelings as Wales. 

The apparent. inability of the present 
members of the City Council to appreciate 
their responsibility towards such a trust 
will, I hope, be. borne in mind by the 
Prime Minister when he considers the 

_ suitability of Cardiff as a capital for 


Wales. 
__H. ANTHONY CLARK, F.R.1.B.A. 

“ Hillberry,” 

Horsley-road, Gresford, ; 
Nr. Wrexham, Denbighshire. 

.*, In reply to an inquiry, the Town Clerk, 
Cardiff, writes (January 31): “‘I would inform 
you that my Council decided some time ago 
ww no eran of City Architect would be 
made.’’—Eb. 


Lambeth Flats Competition. 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 


Sir,—The result of the Housing Com- 
petition illustrated in your issue of Janu- 
ary 28 raises once more grave doubts as 
to the usefulness of the architectural com- 
petition. j 

In this case, the assessor has advised 
the promoters to accept a scheme which 
depends for its success on the adoption of 
steel-framed structures for a large pro- 
portion of its accommodation, and upon 
the highly costly system of central. heat- 
ing and hot water for its services. By 
these very simple means the layout plan 
has been given the space for a more 
domestic character with its many three- 
and four-storey blocks, and the perplex- 
ing planning problems of chimney stacks, 


coal stores and coal hoists melt away at - 


one stroke. 

But the grim facts of building costs 
easily show that the excéssive costs of 
steel-framed fire-resisting construction, 
quite apart from the high running costs 
of central heating, are such as to make it 
impossible to employ such construction 
for domestic housing, where the all- 
important question is that the rentals and 
subsidy must meet the Government loan 
charges. Accordingly, as the rentals and 
the subsidy are fixed figures, it follows 


that a scheme cannot go forward or have’ 


any actual chance of realisation when it 
is wholly designed without regard to this 
primary demand of the promoters—that 
it shall pay its way. Thus, it is almost 
as certain as night follows day that the 
assessor’s choice, if executed, will not be 
anything, like the scheme as now pre- 
sented by the drawings and given first 
place. 

The practical experience of housing 
architects is that, even with the most 
Tigorous gh age and keeping within the 
limits of the simplest forms of brick 
construction and the most economical ser- 
vices, the costs of building can with diffi- 
culty be kept. within the economic 
limits demanded. 

W. Braxton Sinciair [F.R.1.B.A:] 

45, Whitehall, S.W.1. 


Our correspondent offers no solution to the prob- 
lem of accommodating large numbers on limited 
sites. Inthe scheme under discussion, steel-framed 
or reinforced-concrete construction must be used for 
the high . which are bound to have central 
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heating and hot water su; ly, otherwise the flues and 
i ildi: wows sneup on SNES 


heating is not excessive when it is equated against 
all the individual water heating appliances, the 
space they would occupy and the cost of the flues 
mentioned above.—Eb. ‘ 


Hope Valley Cement Works. 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 

Sirn,—A general impression is gained 
from the recent announcement of the 
approval of the Hope Valley Cement 
Works extension that full regard has been 
paid to the amenities of the valley, and 
that the firm have only obtained ccnsem 
subject to strict conditions. 

Your readers may be interested to hear 
that the two most damaging features of 
the proposal have not been moderated 
in any way. A ogee 400 feet high 
(only 100 feet short of the height of 
Blackpool Tower) will demean the famous 
view of Peverill Castle and Peak Cavern 
from Mam Tor and it will also be dis- 
played with its plume of smoke for many 
miles around the encircling hills. Gradu- 
aliy a thousand acres of the best farmland 
in the valley below the Castle will be 
taken for clay and left pitted and use- 
less for ever. This afflicted countryside 
is in the heart of the proposed Peak 
District National Park. 

The landscape plan, which was submit- 
ted in April last to support the British 
Portland Cement Company’s application 
to extend their works, was prepared in 
1943 with the idea of screening the dam- 
age already done since the works began 
14 years before. The conditions which 
the Ministry of Town and Country Plan- 
ning have laid down will tnforce the 
carrying out of this landscape plan with 
certain improvements. This is essential 
to cloak the existing damage, but it must 
not be taken to have greater significance. 
It will not mitigate the horror of the 
gigantic factory chimrey or che desola- 
tion of the ruined. farmland. 

GERALD HAYTHORNTHWAITE 
[A.R.LB.A.] 

Technical Secretary, Joint Committee 

for the Peak District National Park. 


Appeal for Dorchester Abbey. 

A NATIONAL appeal for £10,000 to main- 
tain the fabric of the abbey at Dorchester- 
on-Thame, Oxfordshire, has been spon- 


sored by the Bishop of Oxford, the Suf- 
fragan 9 of Dorchester, Lord 
Bicester, Sir William Goodenough, Sir 
Charles Peers and the Vicar of Dorchester 
(the Rev. H. G. Lancaster). Parishioners, 
with the help of the didcese, raised £1,000 
before the national appeal was launched. 
With the exception of Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford, the Abbey at Dor- 
chester is the only survivor of the 
churches belonging to religious orders 
which adorned Oxfordshire before the 
Reformation. 


Chester Cathedral Repairs. 

AN appeal for £15,000 for urgent 
cathedral repairs has, been issued by the 
Dean and Chapter of Chester Cathedral. 
The cost of work already completed is 
£6,066, but repairs to the roofs on the 
south cloister, St. Werburgh’s Chapel, the 
tower, the south transept, and the aisles 
on the south side, have still to be under- 
taken at an estimated cost of £6,934. 
Drainage, heating and cleaning will cost 
a further £16,000, and repairs to the west 
front are estimated to cost £2,550. 

A sum of £10,800 towards the total 
a gy of ‘£31,550, is already avail- 
able, plus a gift of £5,000 from the 
Pilgrim Trust, and £750 from Friends of 
the Cathedral. 


‘ 


189 


FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN 
Architectural Exhibition in London 
PLANS have been outlined for a 

“live” Architectural Exhibition to 
be held in London during the 1951 
Festival period. The site recommended 
by the Council for Architecture, Town 
Planning and Building Research (the 
constituent body of the Festival Council 
responsible for the Exhibition) is one of 
a number of reconstruction schemes to 
be put in hand by the London County 
Council, namely, the No. 9 Neighbour- 
hood Unit in the Stepney-Poplar area, 
bounded by East India Dock-road, Bur- 
dett-road, Limehouse Cut and the rail- 
way, in respect of which the Council has 
decided to make a Compulsory Purchase 
Order. The No. 9 Unit is one of the 
redevelopment areas scheduled in the 
County of London Plan, comprising some 
124 acres; of this approximately 38 acres 
will be used for exhibition purposes. 

The Exhibition will take the form of 
a- cross-section of a residential neigh- 
bourhood in course of construction con- 
taining not only. houses and flats but a 
selection of the various other features 
that go to make up a balanced develop- 
ment. It is hoped to show: (a) 
completed buildings; (b) buildings par- 
tially completed but containing show flats 
or similar special exhibition units, includ- 
ing such devices as exposed structures 
cut away to demonstrate building tech- 
niques; and (c) buildings actually in the 
course of erection demonstrating modern 
methods of construction and building 
machinery. 

This full-scale demonstration will 
therefore not only show the advantages 
of town-planning but also the advances 
being made in building science. 

At a recent Press conference in London 
it was stated that at the close of the 
Exhibition, the redevelopment would be 
completed for normal occupation. Thus, 
at a minimum extra cost of labour and 
material, not only will the subjects of 
architecture, town planning and building 
research be imaginatively exhibited, but 
London will be permanently enriched by 
a neighbourhood which will be of a high 
standard of design and execution. 


The Organisation of the Festival. 


The general organisation for the Festi- 
val of Britain, 1951, is under the chair- 
manship of General Lord Ismay, and. the 
Minister responsible is the Lord Presi- 
dent of the Council. General Lord Ismay 
is the chairman of the Festival Council, 
which supervises all the arrangements. 
The, organisation also has a Director- 
General as chief executive officer. He is 
Mr. Gerald Barry. 

The Festival is being organised by a 
number of constituent bodies. These are 
two councils, one for science and tech- 
nology, and one for architecture, town 
planning and building research, specially 
set up for Festival purposes; and four 
continuing organisations, the Arts Council 
of Great Britain, the British Film Insti- 
tute, the Central Office of Information, 
and the Council of Industrial Design. 
Mr. Barry is chairman of an executive 
committee consisting of representatives of 
the four latter bodies and the Directors 
of Science and Architecture, together 
with the Secretary and Director of Public 
Relations of the Festival organisation. 

In very simplified form, the procedure 
adopted by the organisation is this: Plans 
for the Festival are considered by the 
Executive. These may be put forward 
by constituent bodies, or by the Scottish, 
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Welsh, or Northern Ireland Committees 
(set up to recommend-plans for their own 
areas) or, in some cases, by outside in- 
terests. When approved, the plans go to 
the Council, which considers them, and, 
where necessary, makes recommendations 
to the Government. 

Working under the general supervision 
of the Executive is a Presentation Panel, 
consisting of experts in design and archi- 
tecture. This body is responsible for the 
general presentation of the whole exhibi- 
tion. 


A “1951 Stock List.” 

The Council of Industrial Design, Til- 
bury House, Petty France, S.W.1, has been 
charged with the responsibility for the 
selection of all manufactured articles to 
be shown, not only in the main exhibi- 
tion, which will be held in London as 
the centrepiece for the Festival of Britain, 
1951, but also in the several travelling 
exhibitions and specialised displays which 
‘will be organised in many centres in the 
provinces. 

All the exhibitions sponsored by the 
Festival Organisation, and in particular 
the central exhibition in London on the 
South Bank. of the Thames opposite 
Charing Cross, will be selective exhibi- 
tions as opposed to trade fairs in which 
individual firms may buy space, It is 
intended, nevertheless, that British indus- 
trial products shall be given as compre- 
hensive and representative a showing as 
possible within the theme of the Festival 
and within the restrictions on space. 

The theme of the Festival and of the 
main exhibition is to show Great Britain’s 
contribution to civilisation and culture in 
the arts, in science, and in industry. Ex- 
cept where an historical record is neces- 
sary, the intention is to confine the ex- 
hibits to contemporary production and 
contemporary techniques. 

The precise methods of selection of 
manufactured goods, in their many cate- 
gories, have not yet been decided, though 
the principle of selection can be clearly 
stated: the highest standard of contempo- 
rary design, which must embrace func- 
tional, aesthetic and engineering quali- 
ties taken together. Before any selection 
is possible there must be some assessment 
of the products available. To this end 
the Council of Industrial Design has 
opened what it calls its “1951 Stock 
List,” which is a photographic card-index 
of al]. manufactured products of such 
a standard of excellence as could qualify 
them for display in 1951, or at least for 
submission to a panel of selectors. It 
is expected that.this stock list will pro- 
vide all those concerned with translating 
the Festival theme into terms of displa 
with their most fruitful source of material. 
There will be no rule confining choice of 
items to the stock list alone, however. 

In order that this stock list may be 
representative, manufacturers are imme- 
diately and urgently invited to send to 
the Chief Industrial Officer of the Council 
of Industrial Design photographs, cata- 
logues, leaflets or samples _ illustrating 
those items which they consider to 
their best work, bearing in mind that best 
selling lines are not always those ‘which a 
firm considers its best designs. 

The call, then, is to British manufac- 
turers, designers, craftsmen, commercial 
and industrial artists, engineers, architects 
and inventors to send photographs of 
current products (or phototypes) of which 
they are most proud, of manufacturéd 
goods, hand-made as well as factory- 
produced, including furniture and equip- 
ment for the home; machines for factory, 
mine and field; furniture for schools. and 
offices; printing, packaging and display 
material; furnishings, tools and equipment 
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for use in churches, hospitals, community 
centres, sport, holiday camps and 
hotels, theatres, public houses; fashion 
design; vehicles for land, sea and air, and 
equipment for public services and com- 
munications, 

The Council will also welcome news of 
new processes and new materials which 
if brought to the notice of industrial 
designers, could be exploited in time to 
enrich the “ 1951 Stock List.” 

It is hoped that this stock list will have 
a wider usefulness than for the immediate 
purposes of 1951 and will become a 
valuable reference for all manner of 
inquiries about British industrial design 
from home and abroad. 


‘IN PARLIAMENT 


Hurstmonceux Castle 


Mr. Henry Strauss asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Admiralty on 
what date' an architect was appointed to 
design the buildings required at Hurst- 
monceux for the use of the Royal 
Observatory and for the housing of the 
instruments removed from Greenwich; 
who the architect was; and when his plans 
would be submitted to the Royal Fine Art 
Commission for consideration. 

Mr. W. J. E>warps said that the design 
work in connection with the transfer of 
the Royal Observatory from Greenwich 
to Hurstmonceux was being undertaken 
by qualified architects on the staff of the 
Admiralty. They would be discussing 
the designs with the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission at the appropriate stage. 

Mr. Strauss said the Royal Observa- 
tory was the work of Sir Christopher 
Wren, and_ought not a first-rate archi- 
tect to have been employed from the 
beginning? 

Mr. Epwarps said the architect con- 
cerned so far was employed by the 
Admiralty. He was an A.R.I.B.A. There 
was a large number of them in the 
Admiralty whom they thought very well 
fitted for this particular work. 

BRIGADIER HEAD said the work carried 
out so far had made the place an absolute 
blot on the landscape. 

Mr. Epwarps replied that some of the 
photographs which had appeared were 
grossly misleading. 

Mrs. MANNING.—In view of the beauty 
of Hurstmonceux would it not have been 
better to put this out to competition to 
try to get the best? 
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Mr. Epwarps.—I do not think it was 
necessary for a competition to be held. 
We are quite satisfied with the architects 
at our disposal. I feel that when the 
scheme is completed everybody else will 
be more or less satisfied. 

Mr. Strancey.—Is it a fact that cer- 
tain permanent buildings have been com- 
pas without being submitted ‘to the 

oyal Fine Art Commission beforehand? 

Mr. Epwarps said only one small 
building, measuring 35 ft. by 33 ft. It 
was not a major part of the scheme and 
the Fine Art Commission would be. con- 
sulted. 

Sir R. GLtyn: asked whether the 
Admiralty were parties to the promise 
that the Fine Art Commission should 
be consulted. 

Mr. Epwarps replied that they were 
more or less parties to the promise and 


the greater part of the scheme would be 


discussed with them. 

_Mr. DRiBERG.—When the hon. mem- 
ber says that it is only a small build- 
ing is he reproducing the housemaic’s 
excuse that it was only a little one, and 
could he say whether this architect is 
accustomed to designing observatories or 
the married quarters and barracks which 
are such a pleasing feature of our dock- 
yard towns? 

Mr. KEELING—Does not the vandalism 
of the Admiralty in this. matter belie 
the claim made last Friday that this 
Government are the most zealous in his- 
tory in the care of historic buildings? 
ig geen cheers.) 

Mr. Strauss.—Were the Fine Art Com- 
mission informed that they would be con- 
sulted before my question appeared on 
the Order paper? 

Mr. Epwarps.—I should have to have 
notice of that question, but I-can assure 
the House that we are getting no com- 
plaint from the Fine Art Commission. 
We have had correspondence with them 
and they are perfectly happy. with the 
position as it stands. 

Mr. ErRO_ then asked the Parliamen- 
tary Secretary to the Admiralty what 
arrangements had been made for the pro- 
vision of suitable accommodation for the 
Royal -Observatory at Hurstmonceux; 
what steps had been taken to ensure that 
the new buildings would harmonise with 
the castle and its present surroundings; 
and to what extent temporary or prefabri- 
cated buildings were being erected in the 
locality. 

Mr. W. J. Epwarps said that arrange- 
ments for the accommodation of the 
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Royal Observatory at Hurstmonceux had 
been worked out in consultation with the 
Astronomer Royal. The new buildings 
would be largely functional in character 
and must be fitted with domes for tele- 
scopes, etc. Unfortunately, they could 
not be made to harmonise completely 
with a medizval castle, but most of them 
would be situated at some distance from 
the castle and arrangements were being 
made to use materials which externally 
would harmonise with those embodied in 
the castle itself. Certain temporary 
juildings which were'erected by the war- 
time occupants of the castle were being 
used in the interests of general economy 
until permanent buildings could be, pro- 
vided. No new temporary or prefabri- 
cated buildings were contemplated by the 
Admiralty. 


Local Authorities Lists. 


Mr. AUSTIN asked the Minister of 
Health when he expected to receive re- 
vised housing lists from local authorities; 
and if he would publish in the next Local 
Authority Housing Returns the appropri- 
ate figures. 

Mr. BEvAN said he had asked for 
returns by March 31. After the figures 
had been examined he would consider 
the question of publication. ; 


Development Charges. 


Cot, JAMES HTcHISON asked the Min- 
ister of Town and Country Planning what 
was the total of development charges 
paid by industry and by the owners of 
private dwelling-houses, respectively, to 
the latest available date. 

Mr. Kino said that to January 7, 1949, 
£254,000 had been paid in development 
charges. Separate figures for industrial 
and housing development were not readily 
available at present. 


Petrol for Builders and Architects. 


Mr. NiALL MACPHERSON asked the 
Minister of Fuel and Power what steps 
he was taking to ensure that the work of 
builders, architects, contractors and others 
engaged in housing contracts would not 
be held up for lack of petrol; and what 
arrangements he had made for appropriate 
local authorities to: be consulted before 
refusing an application for supplemen- 
tary petrol from business and profes- 
sional firms in this class. 

Mr. GAITSKELL said that Regional 
Petroleum Officers were authorised to 
grant -supplementary , petrol allowances 
to meet the reasonable needs of builders, 
architects, contractors and others engaged 
in housing contracts. Jt was always open 
to an applicant to seek support for his 
ay 2 or to the Regional Petroleum 

i 


cer to seek confirmation of any state- . 
ments in the application, from the local - 


authority concerned. 


Replacement of Dwellings. 


Mr. AWBERRY asked the Minister of 
Town and Country ‘Planning if the re- 
placement of dwellings acquired under 
the Town and Country eae Act was 
to be restricted to maximum selling price 
and superficial area on the same basis 
as applies to war damage property pay- 
ments; or was it to be related to the floor 
area and value of the displaced property? 


Mr. SILKIN said that under section 30 
of the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1944, as amended and incorporated in 
the 1947 Act, the criterion was the reason- 
able requirements of the displaced per- 
son. Normally the basis to be adopted 
would be that used for war damage value 
payments, but special treatment would 
be possible in exceptional circumstances. 
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L.C.C. HOUSING COSTS 


*“As ‘Low as Possible” Reports 
Committee 
London 


OUSING costs on the 
=~ County Council’s cottage estates are 
the subject of a report submitted by the 
Housing Committee to the Council at its 
meeting on February 8. The Commit- 
tee concludes that, after reviewing the 
matter, it is satisfied that the cost of 
the Council’s houses is as low as pos- 
sible, consistent with sound construction 
and with the provision of reasonable 
amenities and that it cannot subscribe to 
any proposal to effect economy by a 
reduction in the areas of the houses. The 
Committee adds that it will keep the cost 
under review and will adopt any reason- 
able proposal which seems to offer 
prospects of its reduction while maintain- 
ing existing standards. 

In its report, the Housing Committee 
states:— 

In 1939 the average cost of a house of 
the S type, including the cost of land, 
roads and sewers, was £543. The com- 

rable average figure at December, 1948, 
in Ng pps of houses of the post-war P 
and types was. £1,819. Allowing for 
the higher rates of pay and prices of 
materials generally in the London area, 
these figures closely resemble those 
quoted in the first report of the commit- 
tee of inquiry (the Girdwood Committee) 
appointed by the Minister of Health to 
investigate the national cost of house 
building. Stated briefly, this committee 
found that the typical local authority 
house of 1947 cost some 34 times as much 
as its pre-war counterpart, and required 
twice as much labour and one-third more 
material to build. If costs of erection, 
etc., remain as at present it is estimated 
that the provision of houses at cottage 
estates in equal numbers of P-and V 
types will involve a charge on the ‘rates 
of about £23 10s. a house a year for 
60° years. The Exchequer subsidy is 
based on the assumption that contribu- 
tions from the rates of £5 10s. a year for 
60 years for each dwelling would be 
approximately sufficient to meet the defi- 
ciency. If the present average total cost 
of over £1,800 for the houses now in con- 
struction or planned Could be reduced to 
about £1,300, no additional rate contri- 
bution would be needed. 

After detailing at some length the rea- 
sons for present high costs, among them 
the inad 
force available, which results in expen- 
sive delays, the committee’s. report con- 
tinues:— ; 

The only possible action which could 
be taken by the Council to reduce costs 
would appear to be: 

(i) Reduction in areas of dwellings: 

It is estimated that a return to pre-war 

areas would result in a saving of about 

£210 on a non-parlour, three-bedroom 
house: The Minister would probably 
object to any reduction in area and we 
should regard it as a retrograde step. 

(ii)’ Reductions in the standards of 

construction: The specifications for 383 

houses of the P and V types to be 

erected at Debden, Essex, under a fixed 
price contract have had to be modified 
to bring the tender price within the 
maximum amount permitted by the 
Ministry of Health: These modifica- 
tions consist of (1) the omission of gas 
or electric fires in bedrooms, immersion 
heaters and the thermostats, glass tiles 
in roofs, wood surrounds to metal win- 
dows, bulkhead cupboards to principal 
bedrooms of P.3 type houses, beam 
fillings at eaves, cooker control switches, 


uate and unbalanced labour - 
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and concrete surrounds to ducts carry- 
ing the supply company’s electric cables, 
with a reduction of the length of the 
ducts; (2) the reduction of the height ot 
wall plates from first floors; and (3) the 
provision of deal battens in place of 
curtain tracks. The houses will be 
wired for immersion heaters, so that 
heaters can be provided by tenants 
where so desired. 

We have agreed to the incorporation 
of these modifications in all further 
houses to be erected at cottage estates, 
and this will result in a saving of £52 
a house. We consider that the 
specifications which will then apply to 
the Council’s houses represent the a 
lute minimum consistent with sound 
construction. : : 

(iii) Omission of authorised amenities: 
It would. be possible to omit some of 
the post-war amenities and still leave 
the houses perfectly habitable. These 
amenities were, however, designed to 
lighten the burden of busy housewives 
and we consider that they should be 
retained. 

(iv) Simplication of estate lay-out: It 
is unlikely that, in future, the Council 
will rely on non-traditional methods of 
construction to the extent that has been 
adopted so far, unless the prices of 
permanent prefabricated houses become 
comparable with those of traditional 
brick construction. When, therefore, the 
present programme of non-traditional 
construction is completed, the particu- 
lar problem of the intermingling of 
types, with the consequent psa of 
the rhythm of progress referred to 
above, -will be largely resolved. 

(v) Termination of ea of im- 
porting labour: Scarcity of labour on 
outlying estates has led to the importa- 
tion of men from the provinces and 
Eire, necessitating the erection. and 
management of hostels and the pay- 
ment of subsistence allowances, travel- 
ling expenses and coach hire. If this 
method of recruitment could be dis- 
pensed with the cost of building would 
be reduced, but it is extremely unlikely 
that sufficient men would be recruited 
by other means to achieve the output 
on which the Council is relying, and we 
do not at present propose any varia- 
tion from the present practice. 


BUILDING IN U.S.A. 
Record Achieved ir 1948 


THE total value of new construction for 
1948 in the United States rose to a record 
figure of 17,660,000,000 dollars, according 
to the American Department of Com- 
merce. 

Last year’s total was 26 per cent. 
above the previous figure of almost 
14,000,000,000 dollars reached in 1947, It 
is to be hoped that the total will be about 
18,750,000,000 dollars in 1949. 

The largest single factor in the increase 
in 1948 was private residential building, 
which rose by about one-third to a total 
of nearly 7,000,000,000 dollars. Im- 
portant increases also occurred in other 
types of a construction such as com- 
mercial buildings, churches, schools and 
public utilities, and in almost all t of 
awe 5 construction, particularly schools, 

Ospitals, conservation and development 
projects and highways. Private industrial 
building, which fell some 18 per cent., 
was the only major type of construction 
to record a decline. 

About half of the 1948 increase in the 
dollar value of new construction over that 
in 1947 represented a rise in physical con- 
struction volume; the remainder ref 
an increase in construction costs. 
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HOUSING PROGRESS 
Figures for December 


§ ter Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament on February 2 show that 
the number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during December 
was 19,321, compared with 18,866 in November. The number of permanent houses 
completed during 1948 was 227,616, made up as follows: January, 15,401; February, 

~ 16,134; Mareh, 20,357; April, 19,171; May, 20,372; June, 21,159; July, 19,838; 


August, 16,854; September, 20,402; October, 19,741; November, 18,866; December, 


19,321. 


The number of temporary houses finished in December was 170 (compared with 375 
in November).' Only 109 temporary houses now remain to be completed out of the 
total programme of 157,270. The number of houses (permanent and temporary) 
‘completed in December was, therefore, 19,491, compared with 19,241 in November. 

The total number of houses completed is 582,881 (425,720 permanent and 157,161 


temporary). 


During December, homes were provided by new building, repair of uninhabitable 


houses, conversion and requisitioning for 
November and 22,719 in October: 


21,573. families, compared with 21,136 in 


This brings the total number of families rehoused 


by these methods under the post-war programme to 864,174. Excluding requisitioned 
houses, the number of additional homes provided is 834,084. 


SUMMARY OF HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS 
. (on quarterly basis). 


England and Wales. 
Dec. 31. Si 30. 


Scotland. Great Britain. 














ept. 30. Dec. 31. Sept. 30. Dec. 31. Sept. 30. 
Completed Houses— ; 
Permanent... .-- 386,481 335,197 39,239 32,595 425,720 367,792 
Temporary . 124,967 124,683 32,194 31,439 157,161 156,122 
Total . 511,448 459,880 71,433 64,034 582,881 523,914 
Under Construction— 
Permanent (a) ++ 149,775 155,589 38,061 42,342 187,836 197,931 
Temporary > 3 287 103 779 106 1,066 
Total «-. 149,778 155,876 38,164 43,121 187,942 198,997 
Tenders Approved (a) (b)— 
(Local Authority new 
houses) ne +. 435,162 387,807 79,058 77,634 514,220 465,441 
Licences issued (b)— 
(Private Builders new 
houses) Be «. 92,999 86;869 (c) 4,957 (c) 4,857 97,956 91,726 
Tenders Approved and 
Licences issued (a) (5) 
(New houses, all agencies 
including rebuilt 
houses) see --- 580,914 525,168 86,972 85,078 667,886 610,246 
Additional Ho pro- 
vided (d) 9 . 758,638 700,578 75,446 67,745 834,084 768,323 
Housing Labour Force ... 466,100 474,500 55,400 55,400 $21,500 529,900 





Of the 425,720 permanent houses completed in Great Britain at December 31, 80,209 were built by private 
nterprise. 


enterp 
(a) Excludes aluminium houses. 


(6) Includes houses under construction and houses completed. 
(c) Only includes houses covered by licences issued by local authorities on behalf of the Ministry of Works 


as from August 1, 1945 


(d) Excludes requisitioned houses and temporary accommodation in Service Camps. 


HOUSING LABOUR FORCE 
The total labour force employed on the construction or repair of houses in Great 
Britain fel! during the quarter ending December from 529,900 to 521,500. There were 
221,700 men engaged on the construction of permanent houses and preparation of 
housing sites, compared with 226,100 at the end of September, and 500 on erection of 
temporary houses, compared with 1,600 at the end of September. 


PRODUCTION OF BUILDING MATERIALS 


Cement (thousands of tons) a 
Plasterboard (thousands of sq. yds.) 


Stoneware. Pipes and Conduits (thousands of tons) oe 


Bricks (millions) ... vat “i . 
Plaster gypseous (thousands of tons) ... 
Stocks of Softwood Timber (standards) 


‘ 


Quarter ending 
¢, A. 





D p June 
748 723 720 
4,020 4,288 4,295 
43.1 40,8 44.4 
396 377 378 
19.2 18. 19.8 
476,906* 450,578 411,828 





* Represents Estimate. 








PLANNING PROCEDURE 


New Responsibility for Local 
Authorities 

CIRCULAR No. 65, issued by the Mini- 
stry of Town and Country Planning to 
local authorities in England and Wales, 
refers to Circular No. 61, which defined 
the procedure to be followed by local 
authorities and statutory undertakers in 
making an application for a. direction 
under Section 35(1) of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, or in obtain- 
ing planning permission for their own 
development, and states that the consul- 
tations, which local planning authorities 
are required to undertake in relation to 
- their own -proposals or to applications 


for a direction as to deemed permission, 
already cover much of the ground which 
has been hitherto covered by the Mini- 
stry’s regional offices. It is therefore the 
Minister’s intention that from now on- 
wards .local planning authorities should 
assume full responsibility for ensuring 
that government departments, as well as 
any other interests likely to be affected 
by proposals for development, are aware 
of them. The merits of the development 
will be a matter for. settlement between 
the local authority or statutory under- 
taker concerned and the sanctioning de- 
partment: the local planning authority 


will be concerned only with the planning 


implications of the proposals, e.g., where 


the site selected for the development is B 


the subject of conflicting claims. In such 
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cases they should attempt to resolve the 
conflict so far as can be done locally and 
with as little delay as possible. The form 
and extent of the consultations to be 
undertaken. will be for the local planning 
authorities themselves to decide, as well 
as the stage at which they take place. 
To avoid duplication they should first, 
however, inform themselves of the con- 
sultations which the developing authori- 
ties have ‘undertaken, since they may 
already have consulted the government 
departments concerned. It is expected 
that in practice local authorities under- 
taking development requiring authorisa- 
tion may wish to seek the views of the 
local planning authority informally at a 
very early stage. 


** FAKE FACADES” 
Contemporary Design Criticised 
DesiGns produced in .one age may 

become petrified and stale by repetition 
instead of being a powerful stimulus to 
attempt still greater things, said Mr. 
GorRDON RUSSELL, director of the Council 


of Industrial Design, in a talk on “The. 


Industrial Designer’s Responsibility,” 
given at the Royal Society of Arts, on 
February 2: One had only to witness the 
standard of contemporary architectural 
design in any town which was rich in 
fine old buildings. Concrete bridges 
simulated stone and skeletons of steel 
were draped with medieval costumes from 
Wardour-street. Banks which would not 
dream of cooking their accounts would 
unblushingly cook their facades. 

Mr. Russell went on to quote the case 
of the Morar generating station, which 
had been built inside a cavern to preserve 
Inverness-shire amenities. He asked 
whose amenities were preserved. Cer- 
tainly not the engineers’, who would 
hardly appreciate living like rats. He 
suppeeet the tourists were being con- 
sidered. 

On the question of industrial design, 
the speaker said that a question often 
asked was: “Is the industrial designer 
necessary in view of the fact that he did 
not exist 200 years ago, when the standard 
of design was high?” It was true that 
the industrial designer hardly existed 
when the whole set-up of industry was 
small in scale, highly individual in out- 
look and local in character. The intro- 
duction of. machinery inevitably caused 
growth in the size of industrial units, 
sub-division of work and a vast increase 
of power without, in many cases, a com- 
parable development in the sense of 
responsibility. © Whereas the eighteenth- 
century designer was, as a rule, the maker 
also in a small craft shop in constant 
touch with actual consumers, design to- 
day needed very careful co-ordinating 
under conditions where many people did 

arts of the work, but no one person did 
it all. The designer was the co-ordina- 
tor of a team of specialists. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 
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THE BUILDER 


EDUCATIONAL BUILDING PROGRAMME 
Mr. Tomlinson : ‘‘ Fresh Thinking Needed ” 


ME. GEORGE TOMLINSON, the 

‘ Minister of Education, on Febru- 
ary 9 dealt with the Educational Building 
Programme in an address to a conference 
of South-East Division Local. Education 
Authorities, at Tunbridge Wells Town 
Hall. He announced that fresh thinking 
was needed in order to plan adequately 
for the next five P see and stated that 
authorities would shortly be asked to out- 
linc their requirements for the years 
1950-1954. 

Following are some of the main points 
in his speech: — 

j] am convinced by my own experience 
over the last 18 months or so that we. all 
need to do some fresh thinking about the 
Educational Building Programme. Turn- 
ing back for a moment or two to look at 
the progress which has been made since 
the war, I think we can feel a moderate 
degree of satisfaction. But when we con- 
sider the: amount of new building which 
is needed, it is quite clear that what we 
have done is almost insignificant com- 
pared with what must be done within the 
nexi four or five years. We estimate that 
by the end of 1953 the rise in the birth- 
rate alone will havé increased the school 
population of England and Wales by one 
million children. How many of us have 
realised that to meet the statutory require- 
ments of school accommodation we shall 
have to increase the total number of 
school places by 20 per cent. over the 
seven-year pre between January, 1947, 
and the end of 1953? 

I think that if we are to get through 
the enormous amount of educational 
building which is necessary in the next 
few years, Authorities generally must get 
used to the idea of working to pro- 
grammes which cover more than a single 
year at a time. If we can get used to 
thinking of our School Building Pro- 
gramme as a continuing and developing 
whole I am convinced that we shall find 
it much easier to solve the three main 
problems which seem to be holding up 
progress in many areas at present. 

These problems, put quite briefly, are, I 
think: (a) The shortage of Local Educa- 
tional Authority Technical Staff; (b) Local 
Authority procedure; {c) The limited re- 
sources Of building, labour and materials. 

I think that.no one who knows any- 
thing about it will claim that the Local 
Authority machine as it exists in most 
areas is geared to cope with a task of the 
size which I have outlined: We all need 
to do some fresh thinking. At the Ministry 
we have started this process of thinking 
out afresh our administrative procedure, 
and in Circular 191 we have just given 
you the first fruits of that thinking. I 
think most of you will agree that the new 
procedure outlined in that Circular should 
be helpful in getting school building done 
more quickly and efficiently. I expect we 
at the Ministry can go still further in the 
direction of simplifying our administra- 
tion, and I want to emphasise that we 
Ttegard Circular 191 as being not the first 
and the last word on this subject, but only 
the first word. ; 

_You will shortly be receiving yet another 
circular, which will deal with the proce- 
dure for drawing up the 1950 School 
Building Programme. It will also ask for 
an outline of your requirements for the 
four subsequent years, 1951-1954. 

_ The idea of this request for an indica- 
tion of your needs over a 5-year period 
1s partly to help Authorities in this fresh 
thinking which I have suggested is 
needed. My hope is that when you have 





drawn up an estimate—I hope a realistic 
estimate—of the amount of school build- 
ing you will have to do in the next five 
years, you will find it easier to decide 
what should be the long term establish- 
ment and organisation of your Architect’s 
Department. I stress the word organis- 
ation because I am not altogether con- 
vinced that the present shortage of archi- 
tects is an absolute shortage rather than 
a relative shortage. 

I realise that the various controls, 
which are inevitable in this period of 
economic stringency, involve architects 
in a great amount of administrative work 
which is, in a sense, irrelevant to their 
real job of designing buildings. But it 
seems to me that this new factor in the 
post-war situation has not been suffi- 
ciently taken into account, and that if 
Authorities settle down to something in 
the nature of a long-term building pro- 
gramme it may well be possible to 
organise the work in such a way as to 
increase the output per man hour of the 
technical staff; employed. 


Local Government Procedure. 


The second problem I have mentioned 
—that of local Government procedure— 
is clearly a crucial one. I am sure that 
there are ways and means of stream- 
lining the internal procedure of Local 
Authorities. The Ministry is often criti- 
cised for delay in dealing with individual 
projects. But almost invariably when I 
come to look into these complaints 
myself, I find that the time spent on the 

lans in the office of the Ministry is 
insignificant compared with the time 
taken to clear the project through differ- 
ent committees of the Local Authority. 
I hope that this aspect of the problem 
will be very seriously considered by every 
Local Education Authority. 

If this conception of long-term plan- 
ning can be accepted, important results 
will follow in the revision of Local 
Authority standing orders. The present 
machinery is, in essence, geared: to the 
consideration of individual projects. 
What I think we need to develop is a 
machine which can cope with a number 
of distinct but similar projects at a much 
higher rate than has been necessary in 
the past. 

The last of the three problems I men- 
tioned is the restrictions on building, 
labour and materials. I think the 
Government has made. a reasonable allo- 
cation of labour and materials to educa- 
tion. The allocation is not as big as I 
would like, and it does not enable me to 
allow Authorities to do all the things 
which I want them to do. But the alloca- 
tion is as big as can reasonably be 
expected, considering the general 
economic situation and the claims of 
other aspects of the community’s life. 

The problem we at the Ministry, and 
you in the Local Education Authorities, 
have to tackle is how to make the best 
use of the resources which are available 
for education. 

It seems pretty obvious that for as long 
ahead as anyone need look we shall not 
have available the labour, the steel, and 
the timber which we should like. We 
have, therefore, to devise the most eco- 
nomical means of using these resources 

Many experts have argued for a long 
time that the solution of this difficulty 
ought to be sought through standardisa- 
tion and prefabrication of components. 
This seems to me to be only common 
sense, and the recent report of the Tech- 


nical Working Party on School Construc- 


tion sets out clearly the considered 
opinion of the best body of expert 
advisers which is available to us. 

But it is also clear that without long- 
term ing—which in turn makes 
possible bulk ordering in advance—the 
real benefits of mass-production cannot 
be obtained. ‘ 2 

The .1948 achievement in school build- 
ing has been a creditable one, but the 
1949-1953 achievement will have to be of 

uite a different order of magnitude. And 
this change of magnitude requires, ] 
suggest, a radically new appr to the 
administrative problem. hether one 
considers the physical shortages or the 


staffing difficulties, or the paper work and 
committee procedure, I k it is quite 
clear that the crux of the problem is the 


conception of a long-term building pro- 
gramme. 


SOCIETIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS 


Essex, Cambridge and Herts. Society 
of Architects 


The annual dinner of the Society was 
held an January 28, at the City Livery 
Club, London, when the President of the 
-R.LB.A., Mr. Michael Waterhouse, M.C., 
was the guest of honour. The dinner, 
which was the first to be held since the 
war, marked the 21st anniversary of the 
Essex Society, which was joined two years 
later by Cambridge and Hertfordshire. 

In proposing the toast of the Society, 
Mr. WATERHOUSE gave his congratulations 
both on its 21st birthday and on the active 
way in which it was carrying out its work. 
He spoke of the great architectural oppor- 
tunities in the area, which contai five 
new towns and several L.C.C. estates. As 
president of the Architects’ Benevolent 
Society, he gave his thanks for the con- 
tribution of £240 which the Essex, Cam- 
btidge and Hertfordshire Society had 
made towards A.B.S. funds this year. In 
reply to the toast, the acting president, 

r. R. O. Foster, A.R.I.B.A., expressed 
the regret and anxiety of all present at 
the unavoidable absence of their president, 
Mr. R. C. Foster, M.B.E., M.C., F.R.L.B.A. 
He, too, referred to the 21st anniversary, 
saying that the Essex Society was formed 
in Sir Charles Nicholson’s house, and that 
Sir Charles had sent a message that he 
hoped the Society would keep the tradi- 
tions of good fellowship upon which it 
was founded. He concluded with a plea 
for. co-operation, and for the shelving of 
any differences that might exist between 
official and private architects. 


CONTRACTORS’ PLANT 
Returns Order Revoked 


THE Minister of Works has made a new 
Order* revoking the Owners of Contrac- 
tors’ Plant (Returns) Order of 1942, under 
which persons or undertakings were re- 
quired to make returns of plant scheduled 
therein. The Revocation Order came 


, into force on January 31, 1949. 


It should be noted, however, that the 
Minister still has powers, under the Statis- 
tics of Trade Act, 1947, to call for returns 
in connection with contractors’ plant. 

[The Order controlling the prices of 
second-hand contractors’ plant was re- 
voked on July 12 last year. The Control 


of Rates of Hire of Plant Order, 1948 


(S.I. 1948 No. 792), dated April 28, 1948, 
remains in operation.] 


*The Owners of Contractors’ Plant (Returns) 
(Revocation) Order, 1949. H.M.S.0., price 1d. 














THE BUILDER 


DESIGN IN CITY CENTRES 


A Paper read at the Town Planning Institute 


LTHOUGH it was an illusion to 

suppose that unproductive open space 
could be allocated wherever wanted in 
the composition of city streets and 
squares, it was possible to ascertain a 
maximum ratio of floor space to 
site space whatever type of building lay- 
out was used, said PRoFEssoR W. G. HoL- 
FORD, M.A., B.Arch., F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.L, 
speaking at the Town Planning Institute 
on February 3. Following is a summary 
of his remarks:— 

All through the centuries, until quite 
recently, the centres of cities have been 
places where design has been most con- 
centrated, most subsidised and most dis- 
cussed. Now it is gradually draining 
away, along with the resident population. 
The chief interest that most people have 
in it derives from their efforts to preserve 
the historic examples that are left to 
them in face of two deadly competi- 
tors: the one is traffic, the other is the 
mounting demand for floor-space that 
goes with rising standards of accommoda- 
tion. . 

So far, as town planners, we have 
evolved two contemporary theories, and 
one combination of theories, to deal with 
this unpromising state of affairs. We 
have devised the precinct; and we have 
imagined the “clean slate”—a quite 
rational and architectural conception 
which, under the influence of modern 
economic thought, or of vested interest, 
or even in the face of what is dubbed 
“masterly inactivity,” is only too often 
powerless to be born. But both theories 
are capable, in the technical sense, of 
being translated into immediate action. 

The combination of these two theories, 
and the kind of programming that re- 
sults from the compromise, forms the 
working basis of most of our recent plans 
for the centres of cities. A few build- 
ings or building groups are preserved and 
insulated; others are swept away to make 
room for enormous thoroughfares, car 
parks or cpen spaces; and the great 
majority are left with the housewife’s 
injunction to “ make-do-and-mend.” 

There is some profit to be got from 
an analysis of city plans so as to compare 
the effectiveness of these two theories in 
execution—the precincts that never gain 
the strength to become really precinctal; 
the clearances that do not survive the 
first determined application to reinstate 
the wrecks of buildings. But, before 
looking into details, one question has to 
be answered. What justification is there 
for city centres of any kind, as the crea- 
tions of economic surplus, or as special 
symbols, or as works of art? Might it 
not be found that, from a scientific and 
a technical point of view, urban concen- 
tration is unnecessary, on _ strategic 
pometee dangerous, and for reasons of 

ealth and even of survival, thoroughly 
unsound? 

If it can be proved that all the life-giving 
tendencies are pulling away from the 
metropolitan idea and towards regional- 
ism and the small decentralised locality, 
the problem of design in existing city 
centres will not, of course, be settled. 
But it will help to put that problem in 
perspective, and prevent us from basing 
modern plans on outworn economic foun- 
dations—a mistake which most of us 
have made since 1943, 

The universal type of city is “the 
central place,” one which provides com- 
prehensive services for a surrounding 
area and in which productive surpluses 
are bought, exchanged and stored. 


The second major function of a city 
is when it acts as a transport centre, 
particularly at exchange points or when a 
“ break-of-bulk ” occurs—thatvis, a trans- 
fer from water to land, or mountain to 
plain, or rail to road. As a traffic centre 
a city may be supported by far more 
distant areas which happen to be on the 
line of its transport systems. 

The third major function of a city is 
a specialised one. It may be mining (as 
at Johannesburg and the Reef Towns of 
the Transvaal, which are only 50 years 
old); or manufacture, as at Birmingham 
or Detroit; or recreation, as at Brighton; 
or pilgrimage, as at Mecca. 

These major functions of towns usually 
overlap, for although a settlement may 
approximate to a pure type it soon gathers 
other functions as well. The metropolis 
tends to collect them all. Similarly the 
geographical designs produced by the 
settlements of a country or region are 
irregular and composite. The reticulate, 
the linear and the clustered distribution 
of towns—corresponding roughly to the 
“central place,” transport and special- 
ised types respectively—combine to form 
a national pattern which may appear hap- 
hazard but is in reality the long result- 
ant of forces. The cities of England and 
Wales are represented in this way. 

The first question that arises is whether 
this general analysis is still true and, if 
so, whether it would result in the same 
sort of pattern in a newly-developed 
region as it has done in the old. For 
the place of a city in the regional pattern 
has a dominant influence over the shape 
of its own centres. 


The City’s Major Functions. 

Consider, first of all, the city as a 
“central place.” The difference between 
present and previous post-war worlds is 
that, in many countries, the building up 
or breaking down of cities is not being 
governed solely by the dictates of 
economy pure and simple, but by the pro- 
grammes of a planned and centralised 
economy. The function of a city as a 
central place does not only apply to 
society and trade in general, but to special 
manifestations of society, such as religious 
observance, administration and politics. 
And here the decentralising tendency of 
a nationally planned economy is reversed 
in- favour of the biggest centre of 
all, whether it be London or Paris 
or Moscow or Prague. It is not 
infrequent in this century to find a 
special administrative or political centre 
in actual course of construction, such 
as New Delhi, or Canberra, or 
Washington, D.C. We may confidently 
expect the growth of the governmental 
centre*of London, if no others. White- 
hall, the South Bank, the new Colonial 
and the new Foreign Offices are all evi- 
dence of this. The “central place” type 
of city is clearly not exercising its pre- 
vious centripetal attraction; and this is 
particularly evident as regards other ‘types 
of centre, religious, cultural, recreational 
or commercial, except in so far as the 
activity of the state makes these centres 
national as well. 

Something of the same trend is evident 
in regard to the second function of a city, 
where it acts as a focus for . transport. 

However, the transport and entrepét 
functions of a city do not lead to-day, 
in the same way as they did in the past, 
to the establishment of monumental, or 
even symbolic city centres. While a 
comparatively small new town may con- 
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centrate its bus and railway station at 
one point, house it in an interesting struc- 
ture, and approach it by a traffic fore- 
court flanked by civic or commercial 
buildings, the old cities have to space out 
their points of congestion as widely as is 
practicable, both above ground and below 
it. 

The transport motive can thus be 
summed up as a matier of proportion, 
At a certain point transport <cesign 
becomes no longer associated with civic 
design in terms of visual planning and 
composite architecture. ‘The planning 
tends to become non-visual, the architec- 
ture utilitarian. 

The third, specialised type of city has 
a less predictable future, as regards civic 
design, than the other two. Mining can 
be almost as cruel to architecture as it 
is to landscape, although the sterile pan- 
orama of a gold reef with its whiic and 
yellow dumps, or even of a coal-mining 
district, has at times a strange beauty 
of its own. Manufacture, on the other 
hand, is taking over some of the archi- 
tectural dignity and significance that once 
belenged to civil, military and domestic 
work. But the importance of both in 
establishing the programme and scale of 
city development is the purchasing power 
they create, and the increased demand 
they bring for all those services which in 
time make a city a “central place.” 


The Precinct and Clearance Area. 

I mentioned that we had evolved two 
forms of defensive mechanism to deal 
with the difficulty: one, the precinct; the 
other, the clearance area. I have tried to 
show that these devices are a product of 
the. fundamental changes in attitude 
towards town building which have just 
been described. They are also an attempt 
to bring the problem down to earth, as 
it were, so that the normal processes of 
design can begin. 

If it be accepted, for example, that a 
University or a group of historic buildings 
such as those at Westminster, are to form 
a precinct, then the architect, the 
archeologist, the landscape gardener and 
the heating engineer will at least know 
where they stand and what the limitations 
of their problem are. Similarly if an 
area can be completely cleared, then 
plans for housing or an exhibition or a 
car park or whatever it may be, can be 
proceeded with. In either case there is 
ey to be one principal client ‘to give 

lecisions, so that if this stage can be 
réached part of the uncertainty of plan- 
ning will aay yom 

There are, of course, great differences 
of emphasis as between the precinct and 
the cleared area. The first is largely con- 
servative in character, the second radical. 
The precinct appeals to some as a_ vessel 
of preservation, to others as a device for 
traffic safety, to others again as a method 
of planning on the human scale in order 
to gain such values as tranquillity, in- 
formality, and interesting visual contrast 
between old and new. 

The apostles of the “clean slate “ are 
bolder spirits; they are also more logical. 
They would only preserve what present- 
day judgment considers as essential links 
in the chain of human and architectural 
evolution. 

It has always seemed to me that there 
are three indispensable ingredients 1 
good civic design:—firm and equitable 
conditions laid down by the authority oF 
the estate owner, and governing the 
amount and general nature of both the 
accommodation and the circulation in 4 
given area; artistic integrity in the indivi- 
dual designers (i.c., they should care 
greatly about the efficiency and the 
appearance of their buildings or streets); 
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and sufficient vorety and vitality to pro- 
vide contrast as well as harmony in the 
total picture. How can these ingredients 
be obtained? I think the first is the most 
difficult, namely, the decision as to what 
kind of development is wanted in the 
area—an economic or social or demo- 
graphic decision—and the framing of con- 
ditions to govern the amount of floor 
space or building volume, and the nature 
of the circulation that is to be provided. 
To do this properly a considerable 
amount of preliminary designing, in block 
form, has to be tried out. 

Tne cardinal difficulty of central sites 
is that the curves and gradients and junc- 
tiors of well-designed highways cannot 
be comfortably fitted in to closely-built 
city blocks, with their rectangular plans 
and structure, and their demand for 
immediately adjacent pavement access. 

The chamfered corner is a minor case 
in pvint. It is requisite for sight lines 
but often injurious to building composi- 
tion. The solution is obviously the 
removal of the buildings from the side of 
the road behind forecourts, verges, or 
even parkways. And this would bring 
us back to the principles of the precinct 
and the cleared area, either of which 
might allow the buildings to be set in a 
green space. 


The Corridor Street. 

In practice the transition has to be 
made gradually, more often than not. 
The first stage is the removal of the sheer 
bulk of building accommodation from 
the street facade. So we have to consider 
where it is most appropriate to retain the 
corridor street and ignore the traffic dis- 
advantages; where it is convenient to 
retain the corridor on the ground floor 
only—as for example in the case of a 
shopping street; and where it is best to 
abandon it altogether. There cannot be 
any absolute rule in these matters. There 
can be successful examples of all three 
treatments according to circumstance. The 
existence of important or historic build- 
ings already on the street line is very 
largely a determinant. 

The corridor and the enclosed square 
depend on the continuance of the social 
programme that brought them into 
existence, and also on the sheer quality 
of their architecture. We can all appre- 
ciate the value of Alessi’s famous street 
in Genoa, or Nash’s Regent-street, or the 
Circus at Bath, or even twentieth-century 
Cornhill in the City of London. But we 
cannot get the same satisfaction out of 
Kingsway or  Horseferry-road or 
Berkeley-square in its present condition. 
Berkeley-square is neither a true precinct 
nor an efficient traffic place. The “clean 
slaters”’ have not had their way with it, 
and the remnants of an earlier residential 
charm awake only nostalgia in the spec- 
tator’s breast. 

This particular dilemma seems to show 
that in dealing with existing centres we 
should try to get the best out of both 
worlds rather than attempt to make one 
world. In other words we should try out 
one idiom at a time, using it with con- 
viction, and not attempt a. half-hearted 
mixture. 

Speculations on design in city centres 
have led me to the following conclusions 
which may open a broad enough field of 
discussion, To save time I complete this 
short review by putting them forward, 
Seriatim, as follows :— 

Concentration is still the most powerful 
force in city building; and it is an illusion 
to suppose that we can have, or even 
afford, unproductive open space wherever 
Wwe want it.in the composition of streets 
and squares. 

Despite this, as Sir Raymond Unwin 
once demonstrated for housing layouts, 
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there is “nothing gained by overcrowd- 
ing,” even in the commercial quarters 
of cities. 

Therefore, whether a compact enclo- 
sure, or a stepped composition, or an 
entirely free plan be adopted, a reason- 
able maximum ratio of floor space to site 
space is ascertainable from both an 
economic and an aesthetic point of view. 
There is a complete justification for the 
plot ratio and the floor space index as 
a guide to urban planning. 

Whatever composition is used, it will 
gain by being kept usually consistent 
within its own oibit. That is to say, a 
corridor should have a beginning and an 
end, and carefully designed sides— 
whether these are seen frontally or in 
perspective. Squares should enclose; pre- 
cincts should be withdrawn; and historic 
buildings should not be knocked on the 
head, gangster-fashion, by mewcomers 
who make nonsense of their proportions 
or prospect. 

In the town as a whole, however, there 
is room for all the idioms of civic design; 
and it will be a dull place if there is not. 

In the average. central thoroughfare. 
and in civic, financial and government 
centres, the most important assets are 
daylight and ease of movement. There- 
fore designs of central blocks will sooner 
or later have to step up from street level 
towards the centre of blocks rather than 
vice versa. Except where the old values 
are retained, the whole architectural 
repertoire of contrast, informality, 
balance and incidenta! effect, can be 
brought inté play. 

This seems to me the way in which we 
are most likely to achieve the eventual 
aim of a “ green city.” 


Discussion. 

Mr. H. J. ForsHaw, F.R.I.B.A., said 
he felt sure the paper would guide in a 
special way those who were engaged in 
the reconstruction of damaged cities as 
well as those who were planning new city 
centres only. He hoped also the paper 
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would pass into the hands of individual 
members of planning committees, for it 
was as much a directive for them to study 
and digest as for the technical officers. 
Professor Holford had indicated how the 
change in the economic position of a 
nation had affected the growth and de- 
velopment of its towns. In their first 
enthusiasm for planning few people 
realised the world-wide scarcities of 
material and commodities. The effects of 
these might remain for a long time the 
greatest handicaps and obstacles to plan- 
ning, greater even than that of finance. 

He agreed with Professor Holford that 
travel on land and the problems it in- 
volved were matters of proportion. In 
London we were faced—and most cer- 
tainly our sons and daughters were faced 
—with something like travel chaos. One 
had only to consider how long it took to 
make a simple journey on the surface in 
Central London to-day, despite the fewer 
number of cars on the road and the tighter 
petrol rationing. He thought the experi- 
ences of the London taxi-driver in this 
r t were worth more than organised 
traffic counts. Professor Holford had 
referred somewhere to “ masterly inacti- 
vity.” In this matter of London traffic 
there was masterly indecision. Mr. For- 
shaw thought the chief solution of this 
problem lay in building underground and 
taking traffic routes underground. He 
instanced the County of London Plan’s 
proposals in this respect, and said that 
they would be less costly and less destruc- 
tive than dealing with the problem entirely 
on the surface. These were the modern 
methods, and we had opportunities of 
meeting new needs with new methods. 

Mr. Forshaw concluded with a plea for 
the independent consultant to be consulted 
in connection with these big city centre 
plans. In a Reith Lecture on the radio 
Bertrand Russell had spoken of the im- 
portance of “the solitary man,” and in 
this matter of planning, in his (Mr. For- 
shaw’s) submission, the solitary man was 
the individual consultant. 


THE PRESIDENT (Mr. J. W. R. Adams) 
said he had been impressed by the im- 
portant distinction drawn between the pre- 
liminary thinking and statement of a plan 
and the presentation, preparation and ulti- 
mate submission of the plan which was to 
be implemented. Whereas a certain com- 
promise combined with artistic integrity 
had wisdom and was to be commended, 


_ there was a great danger in the kind of 


compromise which did not square with 
artistic integrity, but was adopted in order 
to ease the passage of a plan through the 
various bodies through which it had to 


pass. 

Mr. E. H. Forp said the paper was a 
great encouragement to -those who had 
been struggling with the redevelopment of 
the central area of a town during the last 
ten years {it was very nearly ten years 
since Coventry was devastated). It 
showed that one ought not to be dis- 
couraged at not having one’s ideas and 
ideals carried out as soon as one had 
originally hoped. Many planners would 
not see the fruits of their work in recon- 
structing devastated areas, but he thought 
they had had encouragement that evening 
to stick to their ideals and ideas. Some 
of those ideas might be thought to be too 
expensive, they might be taxed with going 
too high with their building or with pro- 
viding too much traffic room, but he did 
not think they were wrong. Most of the 
= for reconstruction were of a very 

igh standard. : 

Mr. M. J. Sprvak suggested that there 
were great yr gerne now to deal with 
land which had become “ waste” owing 
to bombing. We should not neglect our 
opportunities in the same way as/after the 
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Great Fire of London. It should be pos- 
sible to help officials of the Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning and others 
to preserve much larger areas of open 
space in cities than were envisaged in the 

unty of London Plan and others relat- 
ing to city centres. 

Mr. R. T. KENNEDY expressed his par- 
ticular gratitude to Professor Holford for 
——t the use of the floor space sur- 
vey and floor space index, particularly as 
the Ministry’s handbook on this subject 
had come under a good deal of criticism. 

Replying to the discussion, PROFESSOR 
Hororp, referring to Mr. > 
point, said that unless you gave your archi- 
tect definite limits within which to work, 
you would only have haggling afterwards, 
to a little of which he had become accus- 
tomed in the last two years. Answering 
another question, he said there was only 
a very little area in the city of London 
large enough for tall buildings like sky- 
scrapers to be effective. In an area where 
you could clear 5 to 6 acres at a time 
it would be perfectly reasonable to erect 
them. While he would like to see sky- 
scrapers on the South Bank, he did not 
think they were possible in the City. The 
demand for floor space was not so acute 
that we needed very tall buildings. He 
was not against height as such in places 
where it was appropriate. 
think the demand for such buildings was 
going to be so great that anybody would 
be prepared to finance the building of 
them. In America now they were coming 
to the conclusion that nothing above 15 or 
20 floors was an easy proposition to 
finance. Lifts occupied a great deal of 
space. If the Empire State Building in 
New York was not occupied to-day by the 
United Nations Organisation it would be 
about 70 per cent. unlet. 


HOTEL SCHEME 
£250,000; Catering Centre for 
Birmingham 


RECENTLY the Birmingham Justices 
approved the building of a licensed cater- 
ing centre in the city for Messrs. Mitchells 
and Butlers, Ltd. 

The building, which will replace that 
formerly occupied by the Malt Shovel, 
at the junction of Hill-street and John 
Bright-street, will be one of the largest 
licensed houses in Birmingham. It -is 
understood that it will be of seven 
storeys and that the cost is estimated at 
about £250,000, as far as can be judged. 

From the spacious hallway, two: lifts 
will give access to lunch and dinner 
restaurants, catering for about 250, as 
well as grill rooms. A large ballroom, 
with lounges annexed on one floor, will 
accommodate between 400 and 500. On 
the floor below an assembly room has 
been planned with easy access, when 
necessary, to the ballroom. 

One of the main features of the build- 
ing will be suites for private parties of 
any size from six to 60. There will also 
be a large circular cocktail bar. 

There will be three floors below 
ground, including one for public use. 

The architects are Messrs. Cecil Howitt 
and Partners, Nottingham, whose design 
was placed first in a limited competition 
in 1947 (The Builder, July 18, 1947). 

The Justices approved the plans as far 
as they could, the chairman, Colonel 
G. Deakin, saying they would give all 
support possible for the application for 


the building licences. They- thought it was 
a very ambitious scheme, and that the 
building proposed would be an asset to 
the site architecturally, and would add to 
the city’s amenities. 


He did not . 
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LAW REPORTS 


ARCHITECT’S ACTION FOR FEES 
Kinc’s BENCH DIVISION OF THE HIGH 
CourRT. 
BEFORE JUSTICE BIRKETT. 

Pilley v. Behar. 


Mr. Justice Birkett, on February 2, con- 
cluded the hearing of an action by Mr. 
Amnon V. Pilley, F.R.I.B.A., of Hill- 
road, N.W.8, against Mr. David Behar, 
of Berkeley-square, W.1, to recover the 
sum of £1,170, which he alleged was the 
balance of fees due to him for work as 
an architect, at the request of the de- 
fendant, from November, 1945, to March, 
1947, in connection with the conversion 
of 117, Park-lane into flats and offices. 

The defence was that-in 1945 plaintiff 
was: requested to make a survey of the 
premises at 117, Park-lane, and send in 
sketch plans, and that he had been paid 
for the work 100 guineas. Defendant 
denied that he instructed the plaintiff to 
carry out the work for which he now 


_claimed payment. He disputed the amount 


claimed, and alleged that if he did the 
work it was only as agent for Geo. Stone 
and Partners (London), Ltd., and it was 
from them that he should seek payment. 

His lordship, in giving judgment, said 
the plaintiff was approached by the de- 
fendant in 1945 about the alterations he 
intended to carry out to the house in Park- 
lane, the lease of which he had acquired. 
Defendant intended to alter it so as to let 
the upper part as flats and the lower part 
as Offices. He told plaintiff to look at the 
premises. At that time he made no men- 
tion of any company. When the matter of 
fees arose plaintiff asked for 15 per cent. 
on the total cost. There was a discussion, 
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and eventually it was agreed that the ice 
should be 10 per cent. The defendant 
then told him that Geo. Stone and Co., 
Ltd., would carry-out the work. The 
plaintiff was quite clear that he never 
agreed to act for the company. All the 
defendant said was that he was ‘interesied 
in the company. Plaintiff had received 
100 guineas from the defendant. Alli the 
way through plaintiff said he took it that 
the work he did was on the defendant's 
instructions. The plaintiff had never 
agreed that the company should be respon- 
sible for his fees. Having regard to all 
the circumstances of the case his lordship 
gave judgment for the plaintiff for £1,110 
with costs. 


RATING OF TEMPORARY 
BUILDINGS 
CouRT OF APPEAL. 


BEFORE LORDS JUSTICES TUCKER an:! 

ASQUITH and JusTICcE JENKINS. 

John Laing and Sons, Ltd. v. Kingsy vod 
Assessment Committee, and others. 

This was an appeal by John Laing 
and Son, Ltd., froma decision of a Divi- 
sional Court holding that the occupation 
of certain land by the Company’s works 
was beneficial and confirmed the assess- 
ment put upon it by the Kingswood 
Assessment Committee. 

The appellants are building contrac- 
tors and they contracted with the Air 
Ministry for extensive works connected 
with the construction of an airfield. They 
erected on the land buildings as offices 
and as canteens for the workmen, and 
also huts and concrete emplacements for 
heavy constructional machinery. Under 
the contract all these buildings were to 
be removed on completion of work unless 
retained by the Ministry for their own 
use, and any one of them might be 
directed by the Air Minister’s representa- 
tive to be moved at any time. 

The local rating authority proposed to 
add to the valuation list all the above 
works, their value being assessed at £484 
gross and £400 rateable value. The 
Assessment Committee accepted those 
figures. The Company appealed to 
Quarter Sessions and they stated a case 
for the opinion for the Divisional Court 
under the Quarter Sessions Act, 1849 
(section 11). 

The Divisional Court held that the 
occupation of the land by the Company’s 
works was a beneficial occupation and 
confirmed the assessment. 

The appeal was dismissed. 

Lord Justice Tucker, in giving judg- 
ment, said the argument on appeal had 
turned on the question whether the Com- 
pany’s occupation of the land in ques- 
tion was paramount and that depended 
on the construction of the contract be- 
tween the Company and the Air Ministry. 
In the Divisional Court the decision had 
turned on the question of beneficial occu- 
pation. In his view the question was 
whether the very extensive powers con- 
ferred by the contract on the superin- 
tendent officer of the Air Ministry were 
such that the Company could not be 
regarded as in exclusive occupation of 
the land. 

His Lordship was of opinion that the 
contract was that the Air Ministry did 
not, in the present case, exercise such 
a degree of control as would render the 
occupation of the Company one whic 
was not rateable. The real control 
exercised by the Ministry was with regard 
to the performance of the contract, and 
not one which inteffered with the exclu- 
sive occupation of the land by the Cont 
pany for the purposes of their work. | 

Lord Justice Asquith and Justice 
Jenkins agreed. 
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HOUSE CONSTRUCTION 
Third Report of Inter-departmental 


Committee 
MTPHE Third Report* of the Inter-depart- 
mental Committee, appointed in 


September, 1942, “to consider materials 
and methods of construction suitable for 
the building of-houses and flats having 
regard to efficiency, economy and speed 
of erection” and reconstituted in 1944 to 
advise ‘on materials and methods of con- 
struction for the building of houses and 
flats, and in particular to advise on the 
experimental work in connection with 
house-building being carried out by the 
Ministry of Works,” has now been pub- 
lished. The first report, completed and 
published before the reconstitution of 
the Committee, made suggestions on the 
basic technical considerations for 
house construction and discussed details 
of non-traditional constructions used in 
the inter-war period. In November, 1945, 
the Committee’s second report was pub- 
lished, which consisted of details of eight 
systems of alternative construction, to- 
gether with Appendices on (1) the protec- 
tion of light-gauge steel and wrought-iron 
against corrosion; (2) condensation within 
roofs and walls of composite construc- 
tion, and (3) fire hazard. 

The third and last report now pub- 
lished gives details of ten more alterna- 
tive systems, selected as representative 
examples of different types of construction, 
together with recommendations on a num- 
ber of matters of general application 
where non-traditional systems are con- 
cerned; notes on thermal insulation and 
foundations prepared for the Committee 
by the Building Research Station. Also 
included is a list which indexes and clas- 
sifies all systems of non-traditional con- 
struction which have been referred to in 
the three reports or approved by the 
Committee as suitable for post-prototype 
development or use by local authorities. 

“ The standards of strength and stability 
recommended in the first report have been 
reached without difficulty in nearly all 
the schemes submitted and the recom- 
mended degree of sound insulation and 
protection against fire has in most cases 
proved obtainable at an economic cost 
without drastic modification of’ the sys- 
tem. The additional amenity resulting 
from the increase in sound insulation re- 
presents an important improvement in 
building practice,” states the report. 

On thermal insulation the Committee 
considers that an even higher standard of 
thermal insulation than they recommended 
in their first report might be economically 
justifiable under present conditions of 
fuel shortage. ‘“‘We recommend that a 
vigorous effort should be made to ensure 
that the highest possible standards of 
thermal insulation are obtained in all 
new building. We have included in our 
present report a note on the economics of 
this matter; this shows that the provision 
of thermal insulation to meet the Com- 
Mittee’s recommendations is not a matter 
of any practical difficulty or undue cost. 

“The use of convected heat is a feature 
of some of ‘the houses upon which we 
have reported. It is to be regretted that 
this simple and effective method of mak- 
ing full use of fuel consumed is not more 
generally employed. It is perhaps most 
easily and least often used in houses of 
traditional construction.” 

The detailed descriptions of ten non- 
traditional systems included in the present 

* Post-War Building Studies, No. 25: House 


Consiruction. Third Report of an_ Inter- 
departmental Committee appointed by the 
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report are based upon the reports made 
upon the original experimental prototypes. 
In consequence, they describe ‘in some 
cases defects which the’ promoters have 
satisfactorily remedied in subsequent pro- 
duction. 

The Inter-departmental Committee was 
commonly known as the Burt Committee, 
after its chairman, Sir Robert Burt. It 
held its last meeting in May, 1947, and 
its functions were then transferred to an 
inter-departmental panel of officials. The 
Committee’s two previous reports con- 
stituted Nos. 1 and 23 in the Post-Wa 
Building Study series. : 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Building Research Station Digest. 

The second of the new series of digests 
issued by the Building Research Station, 
Garston, Watford, Herts, “Cavity Party 
Walls for Sound Insulation,” is now 
available. 

Building Wages: Correction. 

The date on which the regradings 
approved by the National Joint Council 
for the Eastern Counties and Midland 
regions came into force was February 7 
and not, as stated in our last issue, Febru- 
ary I. 

A Survey of the B.F.I. 

A “Survey of the British Industries 
Fair” has been published by The Times 
for export circulation. It contains 
articles on each section and an article on 
“The Function of Trade Fairs.” An 
article by Mr. Gontran Goulden, 
A.R.1.B.A., reviews the condition of the 
building industry during the last year and 
refers to the building and heating equip- 
ment that will be on view. 
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Secretary Appointed. 

Mr. R. E. McGuire, C.M.G., O.B.E., 
has been appointed secretary of the 
Cement Makers’ Federation in place of 
Mr. E. A. Harding, who has died. Mr. 
McGuire was retired last year from the 
Indian Civil Service in Burma when con- 
stitutional changes led to the British with- 
drawal from that country. 


Sussex Coast Ranges. 

The Government have decided to 
approve, subject to amendments, Ad- 
miralty and Air Ministry proposals for 
gunnery and practice bombing ranges at 
Bracklesham Bay, Selsey and Selsey Bill, 
Sussex. Low flying over Bognor Regis 
will be prohibited; practice bombs only 
will be used at Selsey, while at Brackles- 
ham, where no greater usé will be made 
of the range than in the past, aircraft will 
generally fly only over the sea. 


Demolition Industry Wages. 

The Demolition Industry Wages 
Board announce that as from February 
7, the basic rates for all operatives in the 
demolition industry shall be: Grade A, 
2s. 34d. (previously 2s. 3d.);.Grade Al, 
2s. 3d. (previously 2s. 24d.); Grade A2, 
2s. 24d. (previously 2s. 2d.); Grade A3, 
2s: 2d. (previously 2s. I13d.). London 
District : Within 12 miles radius, 2s. 44d. 
(previously 2s. 4d.); London District : 
From 12 to 15 miles radius, 2s. 4d. (pre- 
viously 2s. 33d.). 


R.L.B.A. Golfing Society. 

_ The R.LB.A. Golfing Society is arrang- 
ing an interesting fixture list for the com- 
ing season, including among their four 
meetings a golfing week-end. It is also 
hoped to add further matches to the 
annual fixtures with the R.L.C.S. Golfing 
Society and the London Master Builders’ 
Association Golfing Society. _ Members 
and students wishing to join the Society 
should remit the annual subscription of 
10s. to the Honorary Secretary and Act- 
ing Treasurer, Mr. E. H. Firmin, 
A.R.I.B.A., 10, Manchester-square, W.1, 
who will shortly be sending out the 
printed fixture cards. The following 
officers have been re-elected for 1949: 
President: Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, R.A.; 
Committee: Captain—Mr. John Grey, 
F.R.I.B.A., and Messrs. W. R. F. Fisher, 
F.R.I.B.A., and H. St. John Harrison, 
F.R.1L.B.A. 


Apprentice Master Scheme. 

The first pair of six houses being built 
by apprentices to the building trade 
were opened. by the chairman of 
the Hornchurch U.D.C. ‘on Febru- 
ary 5. These are two of the six being 
built under the Apprentice Master 
Scheme for the. Hornchurch council, and 
were commenced in October, 1947, under 
the tuition of the apprentice master, Mr. 
P. H. Bates, and his instructors, and with 
the guidance of the council. The total 
number of apprentices weret on the 
Hornchurch scheme since the commence- 
ment of work is 15, and the average 
number on the site each week has been 
12. The superintending officer is Mr. 
H. G. Ellis, A.R.I.B.A., the council’s 
architect. 


Evidence for Working Party 

Evidence to be presented on behalf of 
the employers’ side of the building in- 
dustry to the-*Government’s Working 
Party .on ~ Building Operations ‘was 
approved by the Council of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
at its meeting on Feb 8. It is ex- 
pected that the evidence will be submitted 
to the Working Party next week. 
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WOODEN HOUSES 

Norway’s |’ Prefabrication. Methods 

[From a correspondent.] 

PREFABRICATED: wooden houses have, 
for a number of years, been exported by 
practically every country possessing 
wood-using industries of any importance. 
However, it is only since the last war 
that the export trade has: attained large 
proportions. ‘Norway has developed an 
important indastry in this field. 

The Norwegian production of pre- 
fabricated -wodden ‘houses is based on 
several systems. The ‘two most com- 
mon’ methods are the “machine notch- 
ing” and the “section” systems, 
although the “pre-cut” system is aiso 
extensively’ used! In the prefabricated 
houses now being built on the first 
system planks are used instead of round 
timber, and notching machines have 
replaced the hand axe. The majority 
of all prefabricated houses are now made 
by the sectional method. Much has been 
done:'in the’ ‘way of résearch and experi- 
mentaf work in order to arrive at the best 
and most rational methods of construc- 
tian. When’ shipment: is made of pre- 
fabricated wooden houses built on the 
Section system, the exterior and interior 
walls are delivered in sections, ready for 
erection. Insulation materials, windows 
and doors ‘are’ mounted in’ the sections 
delivered. 

When using the:“ pre-cut ” system, all 
materials are cut in the required lengths 
at the. factory. This system has the ad- 
vantage that the. pre-cut materials stow 
better than sections. On the other hand 
special knowledge is. required for tne 
erection of houses. byilt .by this. method. 

Norwegian producers of prefabricated 
houses! are alive to the fact that every 
country thas its own building methods and 
standards of construction, and that. the 
houses exported’ must satisfy local _re- 
quirements. This problem of adaptation 
may be solved: in. two ways. 

An architect in the importing country 
can work out drawings or sketches show- 
ing plans, sections; elevations and possibly 
details of appointments, and at the same 
time state what are the ‘local require- 
ments as to insulation. This material 
is then studied by the factories, who carry 
out the necessary adaptations. so as to 
make their products conform to the 
special requirements indicated. 


By another method the Norwegian fac- 
tories can work out proposals based on 
information furnished by the prospective 
buyer. These proposals can be sent to 
the importing country for examination 
and . approval before production is 
started. The Norwegian producers are 
also of the opinion that a — house 
should be sent and erected before start- 
ing production in series. 


Memorial to Japanese P.O.W.s. 

Tue Allied Prisoners of War Memorial 
Church Fund is appealing for subscrip- 
tions for the building of a church at 
Wymondham, . Norfolk, in memory of 
those who died in Japanese P.O.W. 
camps. The estimated cost is £15,000, of 
which: £4,000 is already to hand. - If the 
memorial is to be erected within a reason- 
able time; funds are urgently needed. 
Cheques or postal orders (cash by 
registered envelope) should be sent to 
‘the. Rev. M. Cowin, The Presbytery, 
Wyrttiondham, | and 
“memorial account.” Particulars of 


teh who died in Japanese captivity may 
‘be sent to the same address for inclusion 
in the Book of Remembrance... ‘ 
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ADVICE ON EXPORTS 


How Board of Trade Amalgamation 
Will Work 


MANUFACTURERS and others who want 
advice or assistance on questions of export 
trade may find it helpful to have the 
following information about the Depart- 
ment of Government or branch to which 
inguiries should be directed and to which 
they should normally look for guidance. 
The Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department will in future be organised in 
three parts dealing respectively with 
(i) countries or groups of countries (where 
the subordinate divisions are known as 
* country branches ”); (ii) general matter; 
(iii) industries. Where general questions 
of. export policy are concerned (of. the 
kind that would usually interest the 
national trade associations) letters should 
normally be sent to the Commercial 
Relations and Exports Department of the 
Board of Trade. Where particular ques- 
tions are concerned (of the kind that 
would usually interest individual trade 
associations) the answer will depend pri- 
marily upon the type of problem on which 
advice is sought or given. 

For market prospects and information, 
marketing methods, agencies, advertising, 
etc., and other matters dependent on con- 
ditions in overseas countries, the Depart- 
ment primarily concerned will be the 
Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department. Where the matter relates 
to. market prospects and information, 
marketing methods, advertising, etc., in 
a particular country or group of coun- 
tries, the inquiry should be directed to 
the appropriate “country branch” of 
that Department... Matters of this kind 
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which do not relate to individual coun- 
tries or groups of countries (e.g., the 
general selling prospects throughout the 
world for a particular commodity) lj 
be handled by the Industries Branch of 
the Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department and should be referred io jt. 
The Industries Branch will also deal with 
questions about agencies, whether in rela- 
tion to a particular country or groups of 
countries. 


TRADE NEWS 


Change of Name. 
MacConville and Fraser have changed 
the style of their firm to MacConville, 


Fraser and Symonds. Their new 
Brighton address is 7a, Duke-street, 
Brighton, 1. (Tel. 6910.) 


Employees Save Half a Million. 

The half million mark in National 
Savings has been passed by the workmen 
and staff of John Laing and Son, Ltd., 
the total collected to December 31, 1948, 
being £500,503. 


Firm Changes Name. 


As from February -1, the name of 
Messrs. Hills Patent Glazing Co., Ltd., 
125, High Holborn, W.C.1, has been 
changed to Hills (West Bromwich) Lid. 
This incorporates Universal Steel Door 
and Engineering Co., Ltd., Accordo 
Blinds Ltd., Hilcon Ltd., Chain Develop- 
ments Ltd., and Wootons (Croydon) Ltd. 


Research Organisation’s Work. 

British Export Trade Research Organi- 
sation announce that an increasing volume 
of new work is being done by B.E.T.R.O. 
for firms in the building industry. Dur- 
ing the year ended January 31 two further 
permanent offices of the organisation have 
been opened overseas, and nearly a dozen 
more trade associations have become 
official members. 


A Sample Case for. Glass. 

An attractive sample case has been 
designed by Messrs. Pilkington Brothers, 
Ltd., St. Helens, Lancs, in which samples 
of the types of glass they manufacture 
may be located at a glance. The 
materials used in its construction are 
Urea Formaldehyde and Phenol Formal- 
dehyde. It may be inspected at the 
conenne* showrooms at 63, Piccadilly, 


Film of Fractionating Tower. 

A film entitled “ A Tall Order,” show- 
ing details of part of the construction of 
one of the 100-ft. high fractionating 
towers, made by Messrs. G. A. Harvey 
and Co. (London) Ltd., to the order of 
The Lummas Company, of New York, on 
behalf of their clients Messrs. Shell Refin- 
ing and Marketing Co., Ltd., was shown 
at the British Council Film Theatre on 
February 3. This private showing was 
followed by a dinner given by Messrs. 
Harvey and Co. 


Floor and Wall Covering. 

“ Talbex” flooring and wall covering, 
manufactured by Talbex Ltd., Broad- 
street House, Old Broad-street, E.C.2, is 
a seamless covering for floors and walls, 
which is claimed to be a_ material of 
toughness and durability. It is applied 
direct on to floors and walls, and 
is stated to be waterproof, fire-resisting, 
oilproof, greaseproof, acid-resisting 
and dustless. “Talbex” wall covering 
heeds no paint or distemper and is 
easily cleaned with soap and water, thus 
eliminating periodic coatings of paint or 
distemper. ; 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Douglas.—Plans in hand for rebuilding scheme 
at the Stablehouse School, for which the archi- 
tect is C. Miller, 191, ‘Ingram- st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow. —New halls for the Church of Scot- 
land are to be erected at Northgate-rd., Balor- 
nock North, for which the architects are ‘Stewart 
& Paterson, 110, Blythswood-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Additions and other works are to 
be made to Seaman’s Bethel at 7-11, Eagles- 
ham-st., for which the architects are Frank 
Burnet & Boston, 180, Hope-st.,- Glasgow.— 
Corporation to carry out Or aihoratiens and 
addi a at St. George’s in the Field Church of 
Scotlan 

Lesmahagow.—Plans in hand of- houses at 
Bank Head housing site, for which the archi- 
tects are Nodd & Wallace, 147, West Regent-st., 
Glasgow 

Motherwell and Wishaw. —Corporation to erect 

from plans by own Eerie at Walting-st. site 
50 houses at £94 


F UTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
ad found in the Advertisement pages of this 
1 previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
ided in this list see previous issues. Those 
7 ith an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs eh those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; t 3 name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 17. 
+*Northumberland ©.C.—Kitchens and dining- 
rooms at various schools. County A., County 
Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne 1. 
+tSoutham R.D.C.—38 houses at various sites. 
Quick. & Lee, architects, 11, Waterloo-pl., 
Leamington Spa. Dep. £1 1s. 


FEBRUARY 18. 

+*East Sussex C.C.—Kitchen and dining-room 
at Rye County Primary School. County A., 
County Hall, Lewes. 

‘Wandsworth B.C.—Three-storey block of 12 
flats at Boundaries-rd. housing site, Balham. 
T.C., Municipal-bldgs. 

FEBRUARY 19. 

Leek U.D.C.—20 houses at Compton estate. 

J. A. Gilchrist, F.R.I.C.S., architect, Town Hall. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
FEBRUARY 21. 

*Barking T.C.—Six shops with maisonettes 
over at London-rd. Boro’ A., Town Hall (above 
date ig for return of application forms). 

t*Brighton £.C.—Adaptations at Junior 
Technical Institute, Preston-rd., for additional 
classrooms. B. Sa King’s-rd. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by Feb. 

Dartford R.D.C.—26 , ae at Ash-rd., 
Hartley. E. & S8., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 

Hartley Wintney R.D.C.—22 pairs of = 
at 3 sites. & §., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 

vikecginn R.D.C.—12 houses at 2 sites. C., 
Council Offices, Avondale, T.lanwrst, Denbigh- 
shire. Dep. £3 3s. 

Towcester R.D.C.—22 houses at 2 sites. G. 
Berridge, S., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 

*York T.C.—Joiner’s and decorator’s work at 

City E. & Architect. Dep. £1. 
FEBRUARY 22. 

Oldbury T.C.—16 flats at Leahouse estate. T. 
Dunkley Hogg, architect, 1, Church-st. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 23. 
*Barton-upon-Humber U.D.C.—16 houses at 
Tofts-rd. estate. J. M. Bolt, C., Council Offices. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 24. 

*Durham C.C.—Two pairs of agricultural 
workers’ houses at Houghall, nr. Durham. 
County A., Court-la. 

*Ealing T.C.—Four shops and 8 flats at South 
East Northolt, C. W. Seddon, M.I.C.E., 

Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 
FEBRUARY 25. 


Burton Gallery. 


Pembroke 
J. Owen Parry & Lewis, Ammanford.- Dep. £3 
Todmorden T.C.—(1) 6 houses at Carr House; 
(2) 4 shops with 4 flats over at Ashenhurst. 
B.E., Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 28. 
FEBRUARY 26. 


Windermere U.D.C.—6 houses at Oldfield 
estate. Walker. Carter & Walker, architects, 
Crescent-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 28. 
*Bexhill T.C.—20 houses at Ninfield-rd. B.E. 
£58. Dep. £2 2s. 


R.D.C.—16 houses at Manorbier. 
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Chatham T.C.—10 Duplex houses at Wayfield 
estate. B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

Dewsb T.C.—62 houses and 18 bungalows. 
Boro’ A. oo S., Town Hall. Dep. £2. 

*Harrow U.D.C.—132 flats at Alexandra-ave. 
Frederick Gibberd (F.), 35, Gordon-sq., W.C.1. 


ep. £2 2s. 

Leeds T.C.—(a) 16 wholesale shops at 
“Tatters Market” site; (b) additional hutted 
a ory at Nesfield Camp, Ilkley. City 
A. Dep. £2 2s 

Newark T.C.—200 dwellings _* Winthorpe-rd. 
B.S., Balderton-gate. Dep. £2 

t*Plymouth T.C. —Public conv 1. at West 
Hoe. City A. Dep. - ¢ Min 

a i 


Rickmansworth U.D ‘6.58 houses 
Way extension site. E. & S., Council Offices. 
Dep. £3 3a 


*Worthing R.D.C.—12 houses with external 
works and services at Loose-la., Sompting. 
E. & S., Council Offices, 15, Mill-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 1. 


Bridgwater R.D.C.—46 houses at various 


parishes. Gallannaugh & Nicholls, 41, St. 
Mary-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 2. 


Liverpool T.C.—Technical college, including 
fittings, at Riversdale-rd., — City A. & 
Director of Housing. Dep. £2 2 


MARCH 4. 

"Manchester Gas Dept.—aAlterations to exist- 
ing brick building at Rochdale-rd. gasworks 
for canteen and general stores. Commercial 
Manager & Secretary, Gas Dept., Town Hall. 


MARCH 5. 

Alsager U.D.C.—2 houses at Audley-rd._ S., 
Council Offices. 

Whitworth U.D.C.—36 houses at Wallbank 
estate. A. Brocklehurst & Co., architects, 
Martins Bank-chbrs., Waterfoot. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 7. 

Carmarthen R.D. oh houses at 5 sites. S., 

Spilman-st. Dep. £3 3s. 


*Huntingdon C.C.—Conversion of Old Isolation 
Hospital, off Blenheim-rd., Ramsay, into infant 
welfare and school dental clinic. County A., 
Walden House, Huntingdon. 

*Oldham C.B.—Erection of new_ buildings, 
roads and site works at Glodwick-rd. A. MDll- 
ward, M.Inst.P.C., Director of Public Cleansing, 
Gas-st. Dep. £5 58. 

Ay i R.D.C.—11 houses at Pancroft estate. 

& S., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s 

BA aie U.D.C.—6 pairs of houses with paths 
and drainage, etc., at Coggins-la. E. & S., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*“Weym and Meicombe Regis T.C.— 
13 ne at Westhaven estate, Abbotsbury -rd. 

.E. . 6, Pylteney-bldgs. Dep. £2 

MARCH 8. 

*Brighton C.B.—Erection of factory at Holling- 
bury estate Light Industrial area. D. J. Howe, 
M.Inst.C.E., 26-30, Kings-rd. Dep. £5 5s. 
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MARCH 10. 
*Southampton C.B.—Alterations and_ exten- 
sions to Hillfield Home for the Blind. Boro’ A 


Dep. £2. 
“Stourbridge T.C.—140 houses and 20 bunga- 
lows at Norton estate, Part Ila. B.E. & 8. 


Dep. 
MARCH 15. 
+*Plymouth T.C.—(1) Erection of “ Toronto 
Court,” comprising 27 two-storey flats for aged 
persons, at Penlee; (2) conversion of “‘ Bright- 
pam @ into home for aged. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 
eac 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 
FEBRUARY 26. 
Billericay U.D.C.—S. (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 28. 
Brentwood U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 
Brierley Hill U.D.C.—E. & S. ——. 
Frinton and Walton U.D.C.—E. 
—: 
Norwich T.C.—City E. (Materials). 
MARCH 1. 
Derby T.C.—External painting of houses at 
various estates. Estates & Housing Dept. 
MARCH 2. 
*Luton T.C.—Electrical services, wiring and 
equipment at Farley Hill estate. B.E. Dep 
£2 


2 2s. 

Todmorden T.C. pe = (Materials). 
CH 3. 
Bilston T.C.—B. E AlMatertals). 
MARCH 5 

*Bedfordshire E. C-instaliation of heating 
and hot water services to dining-hall and 
kitchen at Cedars School, Leighton Buzzard. 
County A., Shire 9" Bedford. Dep. £2 2s. 

Beds c.c.—County § . (Materials). 

Bury C.B.—B.E. & s. (Materials). 

Maesteg U.D.C.—S. (Materials). 

MARCH 7. 
Coventry by pe! E. . 8. 
Kearsley U.D.C 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


FEBRUARY 19. 

Yiewsley and West Drayton U.D.C.—Roads 
and sewers at Stockley — estate, West 
Drayton. E. & S. Dep. £2 

FEBRUARY = 

Esher U.D.C.—Construction of Oxshott main 

drainage, section 1. E. & S., Council Offices. 


Dep. £1 1s 

3 FEBRUARY 25. 

*Woking U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Manor 
House estate, Byfleet. E. & S., Council Offices. 


Dep. £2 
FEBRUARY 26. 
*Leicester T.C.—Footways at New Parks 
housing estate. City S. Dep. £1 1s. 
FEBRUARY 28. ’ 
Pye U.D#&.—Surface dressing of 


(Materials). 
(Materials). 


Brierle 
roads. E. 

Chesterton and St. Ives Joint Water Board.— 
5,628 yds. of 6-in. A.C. water mains, etc. _E., 
County Hall, Hobson-st., Cambridge Dep. 
£2 2s. 


MAR 
Cheltenham R.D. od and sewers at 
Northway site. J. H. Haiste. Norwich Union- 
chbrs., Clarence-st., Gloucester. Dep. £3 3s. 
Deudraeth R.D.C.—Sewerage extension at 
Penrhyndeudraeth. Richards & Dumbleton, 
Panag -§ bldgs., 45, Newhall-st., Birmingham 3. 
e 3 3s. 
*Watford T.C.—Pumphouse at Watford Fields 
Water — Boro’ Water E. & Manager. 


Dep. £2 
MARCH 
Blaby R. D.C.—Roads ae “sewers at 3 sites. 
E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Todmorden T.C.—Surface dressing of roads. 


B.E. 
MARCH 5. 

Stafford T.C.—650 yds of 6-in dia. and 
2.000 yds. of Sin. dia. spun- rag pipes, etc. 
Water E. Mount-st. Dep. £2 

MARCH 7. 


Atherstone ai ag works at Hartehill 
housing site No. . & §., Council Offices. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Dewsbury C.B.—Completion of partly con: 
structed reinforced ae \ customs Water 
E., 10, Church-st. fn £3 3 

ARCH 8. , 
Banbury ¥.¢.—Relaying of pumping main, 


mgr y ® -Oxford-rd. Water E. & Manager 
Dep. £5 5s. 
MARCH 21. 
Crickhowell R.D.C.—4,.200 yds. of 3-in. dia. 


cast-iron water pipes and fittings, etc. Thomas 

& Morgan & hes og ao Gelliwastad-rd., 
Pontypridd, Glam. Dep. £3 3s 

NO DATE. 

*Leicester beng ae ery 


paving, flagging, 
kerb laying, ete. City E oy 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Hendon.—Hovusinc.—B.C. to ask M.H. to 
approve scheme for detached houses at Bittacy- 
hill prepared by Mr. C. Barnard (A.), 103, 
Cissbury Ring-South, N.12. 

Hendon.—F.ats.—B.8. to submit his plans for 
80 flats at Station-rd. estate to M.H. for 
approval. Quantity surveyors, Messrs, L. A. 
Francis & Sons. 

Hendon.—Hovsinc.—B.S. preparing plans for 
semi-detached houses at Tenterden-gdns. site for 
which B.C. is negotiating. 

Hendon.—Scnoout Extexsion.—B.C, to sell land 
near proposed new road between Sanders-la. 
and Pursley-rd. to Middx E.C. for erection of 
jun. dept. to Dollis prim. sch. 

Kensington.—F.ats.—L.C.C. sanctioned loan 
of £330,446 to B.C, for erection of 157 flats at 
Portobello-st. Edward W. Armstrong (F.), 19, 
Manchester-sq., W.1. 

Lewisham.—F.ats.—L.C.C. sanctioned loan of 
£99,295 to B.C. for aequisition and clearance 
of Perry Vale No, 1 site and erection of 47 flats. 

Stoke Newington.—Hovsine.—L.C.C. — sane- 
tioned loan of £840 to B.C. for acquisition of 
sites at Nevill-rd., Clissold-cres, and Sandbrook- 
rd. for housing purposes. 

Wandsworth.—F.ats.—L.C.C. sanctioned loan 
of £75,000 to B.C. for construction of founda- 
tions and reinforced concrete frame-work of 93 
flats and boiler house at Wimbledon Park-rd. 
W. H. Beesley (A.), Boro’ A 

Woolwich.—HovsinG.—L.C.C. sanctioned loans 
S £133, 062 and £37,359 to B.C. for erection of 

‘ Easiform ” houses — 24 houses of tradi- 
onal construction. Boro’ E., W. H. Gibson. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—Lancs E.C. propose sec. sch. at 
Hollins estate. 

Adwick-le-Street.—West Riding C.C. propose 
infs. sch. at Ridge Balk site, at £26,200. 

Ashbourne.—R.D.C. propose 4 houses at. Balli- 
don, 8 at Biggin, 6 at Kiveton, 6 at Harlington 
and 4 at Brailsford. (8 by private enterprise.) 

Bakewell.—R.D.C, approved 12 houses, Tides- 
well, £15,840; 9 at Great Longstone, £11,282; 4 
at Beeley, £5,396 

Batley. —Ind Coop & Allsopp, Ltd., brewers, 
Victoria House, Vernon-pl., W.C.1, propose re- 
building Fox and Hounds Hotel at Bennett’s- 
la., Hanging Heaton. 

Birkenhead.—M.H. allocated 500 houses to 


T.C. for year. 

.C. approved: Additions, Albion 
Cochrane-st,, for James Marsden & Sons, 
Ltd. works canteen, Radcliffe-rd., Bolton Heald 
Co., ‘Ltd. ; six flats, Lostock-grange, Church-la., 
for’ G. E. Unsworth; extensions, Britannia 
hotel, Derby-st. Cornbrook Brewery Co., Ltd., 
Ellesmere-st. Brewery, Hulme, Manchester 15; 
Bolton Co-op. Society, Ltd., Bow-st., propose 
branch stores at Within-la. estate and Lever 
Edge-la. estate. 

Bury.—T.C. propose: Sch. dining-halls at 
Fishpool County and St. Chad’s schs.; nurs. 
sch. and dining-hall at Fishpool. 

Cannock.—U.D.C. propose civic restaurant at 
Hednesford. 

Carnforth.—Lancs E.C. propose nurs. and 
infs. dept. at North-rd. council sch. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith.—_R.D.C. propose houses at 
rear of Derwent Hotel, Bamford. 

Cheitenham.—B:S. prepared plans for 12 flats 
at Rowanfield estate. 

Cheshire.—E.C. propose sch. at Councillor-la. 

Chester.—T.C. approved extensions to bay 
Victoria-rd., for Anchor Motor Co., Ltd. T.C. 
propose 151 houses and 24 shops and houses at 
Blacon estate. 

Chester.—T.C. approved plans for 151 houses 
at Blacon estate. 

Colwyn Bay.—T.C. allocated 50 houses. 42 to 
be built at Mochdre. 

Darlington.—Plans being prepared for 20 
houses at. Elton-rd. and Abbey-rd., for Blackett 
& Son, builders, Bondgate; 2 houses at Neville- 
rd., 1 at. Danesmoor-cres., 4 ye | at 
Danesmoor-cres., 10 houses at Breck-rd., 2 
houses at Belvedere-rd.. and 5 at George- st., “for 

. Pavin & Son, builders, 57, Bondgate:; 25 
houses at Loraine-cres. and Heslop- dr.. for W. 
Dickinson, builder, 221, Parkside; 24 houses at 
Glenfield-rd. and | Ravensdale-rd., for W. ‘8. 
Hutton, Ltd., builders, 43, Coniscliffe- rd.; 12 
houses ‘at Hewitson-rd.. 40 houses at Kensing- 
ton-gdns., etc..-and 2 houses and shops at 
McMullen-rd.. for J. W. Richardson, builder, 
Quebec-st. ; T.C. allocated 200 honses for cur- 
rent year, plans by Boro’ A., Central-bldgs. 
Report to be submitted to T.C. on proposed 
erection of non-traditional houses. 

Doncastr.—P. Platts & Sons, Ltd., 
tural engineers, 13, Market-pl., 
at Wheatlev-la. 

Doncaster.— West Riding -C.C. propose: Jun. 
mixed and infs. sch. at Joicey-la.. Bentley, at 
£65,100: jun. mixed sch., Richmond- hill, Sprot- 
borough, at £65.400. 

Gwyrfai.—R.DC. 
houses for 1949. 

Halesnwer.—T.C.- propose development of site 
at Howley Grange estate, Lapal, for housing. 


agricul- 
propose factory 


received allocation of 100 
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Hariow.—T.C. to build 500 houses at Mark 
Hall area. 

Heywood.—T.C. approved: Detached houses, 
Heywood Hall-rd., for J. Swallow, Ltd., 
builders, River-st.; additions to factory, Roe 
Acro-le.. for Koe Acre Dyeing and Finishing 
0 

Hindley.—U.D.C. propose 26 bungalows at 
Castle-hill estate. 

Horsforth.—Town Planning Cttee. agreed in 
principle to erection of factory on Corn Mill 
Fold, Low-la., side. 

Hull.—Humber Fruit Brokers, Ltd., Pier-st., 
propose warehouse and cold stores on Wel- 
lington-st. 1T.C. propose municipal café at 
Victoria Pier. 

Hull.—T.C. to apply for compulsory purchase 
orders for 13 acres i# city centre. 

Hyde.—T.C. received sanction of M.H. to 
borrow £22,820 for 16 houses at Harbour Farm 
estate. 

ince-in-Makerfield.—_U.D.C. to apply to M.H. 
for sanction to borrow £46,550 for 40 houses, 
Petticoat-la. site. 

Langley Park (Co. Durham).—Cordingley & 
McIntyre, The College, Durham, are architects 
for adaptation of Langley Park Infectious 
Diseases Hospital as smallpox bospital, for 
Newcastle Hospital Board. 

Leamington.—T. Grinnell & Son, Grange 
Dairy, 15, Newbold-st., propose milk processing 
factory. s 

Leigh.—T.C. propose central omnibus station. 

Lewes.—East Sussex C.C. to erect one-storey 
office at rear of v—e—er Hill House at £11,500. 

Leyland.—U.D.C. received allocation of 90 
houses for 1949. 

Liverpool.—T.C. to build 20 houses at Spring- 
wood estate. : 

Longbenton.—U.D.C.’s housing allocation for 
year is 15y houses:—Forest Hall (56), Camper- 
down (12), Seaton Burn (18), and Dudley (34) 
(0, private or ares . §S. Sweetman, 


U.D.C, 8. and A 
Manchester.—T.C. approved: Extensions to 
factory, 6, John-st., and 67, Great Ducie-st., 


Strangeways, for. Leon David & Co., Ltd., 
Pendleton & Dickinson (L.), 16, Brazennose-st. ; 
alterations, Arcadia Cinema, Yew Tree-avy., 
Levenshulme, F. J. Kelly, Drury & Gomersali 
(%.), . 16, Oxford- rd., Chorlton-on-Medlock ; 10 
houses, Broadway, Moston, for C. E, Cocklin, 
L.. D. Clegg, architect, 5, Queen-st., Oldham; 
hotel, Pink Bank-la. and Elgar-st., for Long- 
sight, Joseph Holt, Ltd., Derby Brewery, 
Cheetham, Graves & Eller ton (A.), 25, Port- 
land-cres., Longsight; alterations, Birch Arms 
Hotel, Gorton-la., West Gorton. for Openshaw 
Brewery Co., Ltd., E. Ogden (F.), 1, Ridg- 
field, St. Ann’s-st. 

Mansfield.—T.C. approved: Additions to 
brewery, Littleworth, for Mansfield Brewery Co., 
Ltd.; conversion of convent into flats, Crow 
Hill-dr., for Radford & Jenkins, builders, Big 
Barn-la. ; additions to works, Midland-pl., for 
A. Richardson & Sons, Ltd. T.C. propose 
housing estate at Ladybrook ; received sanction 
to borrow £113,997 for 100 ‘“ Orlit * houses. 

Matlock.—Cromford Village Hall Cttee. pro- 
pose village hall at Alabaster-la., Cromford. 
U.D.C. propose 56 houses, and 14° by private 
enterprise. 

Morecambe and Heysham.—T.C. approved: 
Extensions, Royalty Theatre, Cheapside and 
Market-st., for directors; extensions to works, 
Poulton-rd., for Edmondson Bros. (Morecambe), 
Ltd., Main-st.; layout for 187 houses, Glen 
View-cres., for H. E. Shackleton, Heysham Hall. 
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Newcastle.—Soldiers’ Home, Hunters-rd., tp 
be converted into clothing factory for ‘Tyne 
Clothiers, Ltd. Architect, J. S. Johnson, 23, 
Glenthorn- rd., Jesmond. 

Newcastle.—Temp. public house to be built 
at  Blakelaw-rd.. for Newcastle Breweries, 
Ltd. Architect, J. Oswald & Son, Bradburg 
House, Northumberland-st. 

Newcastle.—Extensions to factory of Tyneside 
Foundry Co., Skinnerburn-rd. Architect, C, 
Solomon, St. Mary’ s-pl. 

Newcastle.—Plans os Hetherington & Wilson, 
County Chambers, for rebuilding. of Collingwood 
Arms Hotel, Brandling Village, for Reid & 
Co., Ltd., have been approved. 

Newcastle (Staffs).—T.C. approved: Additi Ns, 
to factory, Victoria-st., for Chesterton Potteries 
Wall and Tiled Fireplaces, Ltd., Wood. Gold- 
straw & Yorath (F/A.), Victoria-chbrs., Station. 
rd., Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent ; additions to 
works, Orford- ‘st., Longport, for Jesshopes, Ltd. 

Newport.—Education Cttee’s 1949 builuing 
programme (approved by M.E.) includes exien- 
sions to Tech. Coll., adaptations at Belle Vue 
Sch. and reinstatement of Newport High Sch. 

received consent of Welsh 
Health to Joan of £86,240 for new Gaer sci. 

Northampton.—Cttee.. of Northampton and 
County Trustee Savings Bank propose branch 
bank at Wellingborough-rd. and adaptation of 
buildings at Wolverton and Towcester for 
branch banks. 

Northumberland.—Extensicns to Black Bull 
hotel, Wooler. Architect, J. Walton Taylor, 
Gallowgate, Newcastle. 

Oldham.—T.C. approved additions, Booth Hill 
Mill, and warehouse, Dawson Mnfg. Co., Ltd., 
T. Hayes (L.), 10, Clegg-st. 

Oldham.—T.C. approved: Extensions to 
factory, Wellyhole-st., for Armitage Units, Ltd.; 
additions to works, Highfield-st., for Oldham 
Fibre Flax Co., Ltd.; additions, Brook Mills, 
Millgate, for Oldham Twist Co., Ltd.; additions 
to works, Gladstone-st., for Swailes, Ltd., 
Moorhey ; alterations, Colliers Arms Cross Hote] 
Yaylor’s Eagle Brewery Co., Ltd., 78, Mosley- 
st., Manchester. é 

Ormskirk.—Lancs E.C. propose county prim. 
sch. at Town Green, Aughton. : 

Otley.—U.D.C. approved: Extensions to offices, 
Leeds-rd.; works, for Wm. Eyres & Sons, Ltd.; 
a of landing stage, Wharfemeadows, 

. & J. Pickles. 

"eee aernarvons C.C, propose adapta- 
tions at Bodawen for conversion into a home 
for aged people, at £14,500 

Radcliffe.—T.C. approved : Houses, Bolton 
and Bury-rd., for K. Bradshaw; development of 
site, Ringley-rd., for J. Lewis; extensions to 
works, Ringley-rd., for Falcon Chemical & 
Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Rhyi.—R. C. authorities propose sec. sch. 

Rotherham.—T.C. to acquire Broom Valley 
site and erect houses at £250,000.—T.C. to build 
houses at Blackburn estate, Keppel’s Column 
estate and Richmond Park estate at £200,000. 
—M.H. allocated 100 aluminium bungalows at 
Brinsworth. 


Sale.—T.C. propose ambulance station at 
Egerton-st. ; 
Salford.—T.C. approved : Extensions at 


Arlington-st. and Pine-st., for Arlington Mills 
Co.: canteen to Brewery, Regent-rd., for Groves 
& Whitnalls, Ltd.: extensions to factory, 97. 
Oldfield-rd., for J. Feldman & Co. 

Salford.—T.C. to build 1,100 houses in 3 years. 
36 flats to be erected at Eccles New-rd.—M.H.- 
approved acquisition of housing sites at Lostock- 
rd., Bury-st. and Cumberland-st. 


Scunthorpe.—Lincolns C.C. (Lindsey Division) 
propose police bidgs. and court house, at 
£25,000. 


Seaham.—U.D.C. approved plans for pithead 
baths at Seaham Colliery for F. G. Frizzel, 


northern architect for Miners’ Welfare Com- 
mission\ 
Southam.—T.C. allocated 20 houses for year. 


South Shields.—Eskimo Slippers, Ltd., are 
planning the_ erection of factory. -—Lamb’s 
Potato Crisps, Ltd., Sunderland, to build prefab. 
factory at Templetown. 

Southwold.—T.C. to aeueaze site at rear of 
Grand Hotel bg ‘public hall 

Stafford.—Territorial Army. & Supplementary 
Reserve’ propose rite ged baths at Whitting- 
ton Barracks, at £15, 

Ockport.—T.C. charaied 615 houses for year. 

Stockport.—T.C. approved: Extension, depart- 
mental stores, Merseyway, for Marks & “Spen cer, 
Ltd., 81. Baker-st., W.1; additions to crane bay 
works, Station-rd., Reddish, for Wharton Crane 
& Hoist Co., Ltd. ; stiops and houses, 10-16, 
Keswick-rd., for H. T. Barnes & Sons, Ltd., 
Windy Ridge, Handforth-rd.. Wilmslow, Ches; 
houses, The Crescent, St. Stephens (L.), 11, 
Greek-st. ok 

Steckton-on-Tees.—G. P. Stainsby, 57, High- 
st., is architect for office additions for Ashmo: 
Benson Pease & Co., Ltd., gas plant makers. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—T.C. received sanction ‘> 
borrow : £9,913. for converting ‘‘ Woodlands 
into offices. Boro’ E. prepared plans for hous- 
ing development of 130 acres north of Darlins- 
ton-la. and east of Durham-rd. T.C. allocated 
350 houses for vear (70 by private enterprise) 
146 houses to be built north of Darlingt ou-la. 
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and 104 houses elsewhere. T.C. to acquire 57 
acres for housing at Fairfield-rd. Alternative 
sites are being considered for erection of 
branch library at Norton area. F. W. Turnbull, 
White House, Carlton, is architect for offices 
extension at Stockton Forge. Clarence Solomon, 
St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, is architect 
for a fot Rembrandt Bros., Ltd., 

Church-r 


Stourbridge.—A, & J. Mucklow & Co., Ltd., 
builders, Haden Hill, Halesowen, propose 5 
shops at Norton estate. 

Stretford.—T.C. approved: Alterations, Tex- 
tilose-rd., Trafford Park, for Courtaulds, Ltd.; 
additions to works, Ayres-rd., Old Trafford, for 
National Corrugated Paper Co., Ltd.; additions 
to works, Elsinore-rd., Old Trafford, for H. 
Hunt & Sons, Ltd. 

Sunderland.—Plans prepared for Southwick 
Red Houses Estate by J. E. Lewis, B.E. To 
include 1,054 houses, 8 shops, a church, a shop- 
ping and community centre and educational 
buildings. 

Swansea.—T.C, anticipate expenditure 
£2,000 on repairs at Patti Pavilion. 

Wareham and Purbeck.—R.D.C. granted per- 
mission to erect 4 houses at West Morden, 4 
at Organford and 18 at Stoborough. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
Departments. 


Aberystwyth.—60 Wates houses at Penparcau, 
for B.C. J. B. McGaw, A.M.Inst.C.E., B.S., 
Park-av.: *Holland, Hannen & Cubitts, St. 
Mary’s-rd., Garston, Liverpool 19, £78,372 
(ocgotated. price). 

ton.—Nine pairs of houses, for R.D.C 
Alec J. Porter, B.Sc., A.M.I.C.E., A.M.I.Mun.E., 
M.R.San.I., E:, Barton End -— mer 

F. C. Fairhead, Alresford, Hants -.- £27,026 
Ricketts Bros.. Boundstone, Surrey ... 
W. H. Crispe & Son, Medstead, Alton, 


at 


of 





Hants ... Son ee nee oie -- 25,875 
+Chapman, Lowry & Puttick, Hasle- 

mere, Surrey saa x. on +>. Sate 

Knight & Lake, Farnham, Surrey 24'735 
(Subject to M.H. approval.) 4 

Barnard Castie——Four houses at Middleton 

and two at Gainford, for tm © 

Williamspn, Evenwood, West Auckland 


(approved by M.H.). 
Biackpool.—32 houses at Mereside-av. site, 


for T.C. A. 8. Hamilton, B.Sc., B.S ici- 
pal-bldgs., Bank-st.: *North Western Bane 
tion Co., Ltd., 22, Hichcross-rd., Poulton-le- 


Fylde, nr. Preston (12); *J. Birtwi 
Highfield. South Shore, £13,236 (16): Ww. i. 
ard & ng : itegate-dr. 
(Rest, of ee) a See Oe 
,_Bolton.—(a) 16 bungalows and two house 
Eastfield estate; (b) 14 bungalows at lg 
ton-rd. estate; (c) 16 bungalows at Lever Edge- 
la (sonth) estate; for C.B. Thomas P. Rae 
(L.), Housing Director. (a): *Housing Direc- 
tor, Town Hall, Bolton, £15,762; (b): *F. Par- 
don, Ltd., Glebe-st., Bolton, £13,530; (c) *Geo. 
H. Pearse & Son, Ltd.. Darley-st., Bolton 
£14.767 (all subject to M.H. approval). ; 
Bridge-Blean.—9 houses at Hersden sites, nr. 
Canterbury. for R.D.C. R. Miles, Building §., 


Council Offices, Old Dover- 
Quantities by A. W. West, Tea. PRLOS. 
F.LAS.. M.R.San.I.: *J. B. Rose & Co.. Lid. 


a (negotiated 
Brierfieid.—Nursery school at Sefton-st., fo 
Lancs. BC. G. Noel Hill (F.), County A. 
County Offices. _ Fishergate-hill, Preston: 
Pre Bros., Ltd., Wades House-rd., Nelson, 
Brigg (Lincs).—48 houses at Woodbine estat 
for U-D.C. Buttrick & Buttrick (PF. & ows 
swald-rd., Scunthorpe. Quantities by John 
Watson & Carter, Hull. For blocks 1 and 3 (24 
houses): *R. M. Phillips & Son, Ltd., Estate 
Yard, Brigg, Lines, £33,039: for blocks 2 and 4 
(24 houses): *F. J. Brown. Ltd., 136, Doncaster- 

rd.. Sennthorpe, Lines, £32,603. 
_Buckingham.—Five houses and certain site 
works at Westbury, for R.D.C. Scherrer & 
Hicks (FF.), 10, Dover-st.. London, W.1. Quan- 
tities by Mason & Selby. A.A.R.LCS.: *A. & F. 
Gale, Ltd., Northampton, £7,770 (subject to 
M.H. approval). 
Carmarthen.—Honses at various 
R.D.C.: *W. E. Jones. 24. Water-st., Carmar- 
then (4); *D. G. Griffiths, “ Rosamunde.” 
Trimsmoran, Kidwelly (60): *J. Rees & Son, 
The Lodge, Pontantnn. Kidwelly (14); *D. 
ees & Co., Browen, Drefach. Lianelly (10). 
‘ Coine.—Nursery school at Newton-st., for 
Tancashire B.C. G. Noel Hill (F.), Connty A., 
County Offices. Fishergate-hill, | Preston: 
noe Bros., Ltd., Wades Houser-d:, Nelson, 
Cowes (1. of W.).—50 houses st Ne rt-rd 
for U.D.C. John M. Veale, E. & 8.. Northwood 
House, Cowes. Qnantitiés by N. Shears & 
“artners, Newport, I.W.: *Westridge Construc- 
tion Go., Ltd., High-st., Ryde, I.W., £68,549. 


Sandgate-rd., Folkestone 


sites, for 





25,919 . 
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Crosby.—Extensions at Rawdon-rd. school, for 
Lancashire E.C. G. Noel Hill (F.), County 

., County Offices, Fishergate-hill, Preston: 
*Parker Bros. (Waterloo), Ltd., 155, Oxford-rd.. 
Waterloo, Liverpool 22, £4,914. 

Droitwich.—Seven blocks of ‘‘ Duplex” houses 
at Stalls Farm estate, for T.C. G. L. Robinson, 
M.I.Mun.E., B.S.: *Edgar Crowder, Ltd., South- 
rd., Birmingham, £20,736. 

Ellesmere, Salop.—Eight houses, sewers and 
sewage works at Weston Lullingfields and 
Lyneal (schemes Nos. 6 and 8), for R.D.C. 
A. E. Williams (L.), Kenneth-chbrs., Dogpole, 
Shrewsbury: *G. H. Davies, Cemetery-rd., 
Shrewsbury, £15,052. : 

Forfarshire—New classrooms, etc., at Liff 
and Muirhead schools: *Brett Bros., Cox-st., 
Dundee. x? 

Gateshead.—Kitchen and dining-room_ at 
Whitehall-rd. school, for T.C.: *Harding, Ltd., 
Contractors, Dunston-on-Tyne. ‘ 

Hendon.—32 flats at Kenilworth-rd. housing 


scheme, for B.C.: *Roger Malcolm, Ltd., 
£37,146. 
Hull.—40 houses at Woodcroft-av. and 


Hathersage-rd., for T.C. A. Rankine (A.), City 
A., Guildhall: *Kettlewell, Sons & Co., Ltd., 
11, Colonial-st., £26,405 (20); *G. H. Needler, 
jun., Lambwath-rd. (20). (Both of Hull.) 

Kearsley.—40 cottage flats at Springfield-rd. 
estate and Grosvenor-st. estate, for T.C._ E. C. 
Kirk, A.M.I.Mun.E., *Kearsley U.D.C., 
Town Hall, £29,454. 

L.C.C.—Construction at Ravensbourne estate, 
Lewisham, of two four-storey blocks of flats of 
staircase access type, comprising 34 dwellings 
containing 116 rooms and 14 perambulator 


sheds :— 

Galbraith Bros., Holborn ... vas .-» £72,509 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd., Camberwell ... 72,000 
Clarke, Barton & Co., Ltd., Belmont... 69,564 
Harry. Neal, Ltd., St. Marylebone 69,375 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster ... 69,102 


Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., Kensing- 


ton me pa a ee oes 68,437 
Griggs & Son, Ltd., Westminster 67,304 
William Willett, Ltd., Chelsea ... 67,060 


*Gough, Cooper & Co., Ltd., Wilmington 65,100 

Comparable estimate of appointed architect, 
Mr. H. Baily, is £66,300. 

GLondon (Admiraity).—Portsmouth, Demoli- 
tion of Admiralty property, Charles Griffiths, 
Ltd., 55, Park-av., London, E.6. 

§London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended February 5:— 
Painting work: M. A. Appleton (Contractors), 
Ltd., Wolverhampton. General maintenance 
work: Downing Rudman & Bent, Ltd., Chippen- 
ham, Wilts; Sherfield Bros., Farnham, Surrey; 
Pochin (Contractors), Ltd., Middlewich. Erec- 
tion of hutting: Beric, Ltd., Middle Wallop, 
Hants; Galbraith Bros., Ltd., Diss, Norfolk. 
Building work: Haymills (Contractors), Ltd., 


London, W.5. Civil engineering work: Gee, 
Walker and Slater, Ltd., Derby. 
{London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 


M.O.W. during week ended January 29:— 
London : South Eastern District Parcels Office, 
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Union-st., S.E.1, Interior decorations, Geo. Jones 
(Contractors), Ltd., 27b, Kensington Church-st., 
W.8; Wren House, St. Paul’s Churchyard, In- 
terior decorations, Sykes & Son, Litd., 8, Essex- 
st., W.C.2; Montbelie-rd. school, New Eltham, 
§.E.9, Kitchen and dining-room, Northcross Co., 
Ltd., 35, Northcross-rd., East Dulwich, S.E.22. 
Angus: Letham Primary School, Temporary 
classrooms, Bett Bros., Cox-st., Downfreld, 
Dundee. Beds: C.E. School, Ciapham, Class- 
rooms, W. T. Revitt, Ltd., Newton-st., Olney, 
Bucks; Inland Revenue Office, 14, Cardiff-rd., 
Luton, Hutted accommodation, Building Con- 
tractors (Luton), ILtd., Church-st., Luton. 
Ches : Cole-st. School, Birkenhead, Kitchen and 
dining-room, J. H. Waring, 289, Holylake-rd., 
Moreton, Wallasey. Durham: Stanhope-rd. 
schools, South Shields, School meals accommmo- 
dation, M. S. Failes, Ltd., Bank-chbre., 199. 
Coatsworth-rd., Gateshead 8. Gloucester: Local 
Office, M.N.1., Brislington, Bristol, New build- 
ings, W. E. Chivers & Son, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts. 
Hampshire: Nat. Gas Turbine Est., Pyestock, 
Erection of induced draugnt reinforced cooling 
tower, The Devonport Engineering Co., dd. 
Harris-st., Bradford, Yorks. Inverness-shire : 
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness, New entrance 
roadway, Wm. Sharp & Sons, Forres, Morayshire. 
Kent : County Mod. School, Ethelbert-rd., Faver- 
sham, Kitchen and dining-room, E. Bishop & 
Sons, Itd., 18, Albany-rd., Sittingbourne. 
Lanes : Stoneycroft Telephone Exchange, Liver- 
pool, Extensions and alterations, Pochin (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., King-st. Works, Middlewick. 
Oxfordshire: Voluntary Sec. School, Corn-st., 
Witney, Classroom, * Knowles & Son_ (Oxford), 
Ltd., Holywell-st., Oxford. Suffolk: Vol. Prim. 
School, Mildenhall, Kitchen and dining-room, 
Wm. Clarke, 6, Kingsway, Mildenhall. Yorks: 
M.H. County Hospital, Driffield, Alterations and 


additions, Arthur Leason & Sons, 13, Middle-st., 
Driffield. 
CORRECTION to January 15 “ Contracts 


Placed *’ list :-— \ 

The contractor responsible for alterations, 
reinstatement and repairs to Duke of York’s 
Military School, Roberts House, Dover is: C. 
Jenner & Sons, Lid., 5359, Broadmead-rd., 
Folkestone, Kent, and not John Drake & Co., 
as was erroneously stated under “ Kent.” 

GYLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended January 
29 :-— 


Co. Durham: Hutting works, Haverys Con- 
tractors, Newcastle-on-Tyne; Building work. 
Henry Ayton & Sons, Blackhill. Cumberland : 
Building work, J. Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle. 
Yorks: Building work, Gibson Bros. (Upton), 
Ltd., Pontefract; Building work, F. Shepherd & 
Son, Ltd., York. Notts: Shed repairs, H. W. 
Moult, Stapleford. ta? * Building work, John 
Bowen & Sons, Ltd., Birmingham 12. Kent: 
Building work, New Ideal Homesteads, Ltd., 
Erith. Berks: Laying of playing fields, The 
En-Tout-Cas Co., Ltd., Syston, nr. Leicester. 
Oxon: Miscellaneous work, R. E, Spooner, Ltd., 
Ashford Common, Middx. Hants: Painting 
work, Alfred Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., Bedminster. 
Bristol 3. Wilts: Building work, F. J. Amery & 
Sens, Ltd., Bath. Co. Down: Building work, 
Cull Contractors, Belfast. ‘ 

Manchester.—Alterations and additions to 
offices and stores at works, Canal-st., Miles 
Platting, for Hardman & Holden, Ltd. J. 
Price, Nunn & Partners (F.), 180, Oxford-rd., 
Chorlton-upon-Medlock: *Smith & Briggs, Ltd., 
Chester-rd., Old Trafford, Manchester. 

Manchester.—Extensions and dyehouse at 
Monsall Mills, Newton Heath, for Wm. Hall & 
Co. (Monsall), Ltd. H. 8. Fairhurst & Son 
(F.), Chancery-chbrs., 55, Brown-st.: *William 
Gornall & Sons, Ltd., Gore-st., Salford 3. 

Mansfield.—54 houses at Bancroft-la. estate, 
for T.C. E. T. Crowe, . A.M.Inst.C.E., 
B.S., Municipal-bldgs.: *Direct Labour, £72,585. 

Marchland.—10 houses at Benn’s-la., Terring- 
ton St. Clement: *S. W. Everard, Ltd., £13,906. 

Market Rasen.—Six houses for U.D.C. J. 
Potts, S.. Council Offices, 3, Mill-st.: *Palmer 
Construction Co., Ltd., Baltic-chbrs., Station- 
rd., Doncaster. , 

Morpeth.—50 houses for R.D.C. Architects, 
Mauchien & Weightman, Saville-row, New- 
castle: *R. Carse & Son, Oldgate, Morpeth, 
£66,447. 

Nelson.—Nursery school at Railway-st., for 
Lancs E.C. G. Noel Hill (F.), County A.. 
County Offices, Fishergate-hill, Preston: 
poy Bros., Ltd., Wades House-rd., Nelson. 


16,611. 

Cenaitnee iene. Brectien of workshops 
at Rutherford College of Technology, for E.€. : 
*Alex. Anderson (Contractors), Ltd., Stanmore- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £22,460. 

Newcastle, Staffs.—12 houses for T.C. C. B. 
Parkes (L.). Bournville Village Trust, Estate 
Office, King’s Norton, Birmingham 30: *Hazry 
Lainton & Son, Newcastle, Staffs. 

Northumberland.—Additional classroom at 
Council School, Shiremoor: *E. Jeffock (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Walbettle-rd.. Newbmurn-on- 

vne. 

Northumberland.—Pit-head baths at Weets- 
lade Colliery: *G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard 
House, Newcastle. 

Rochdale.—Extensions at Harp Mills, Castle- 
ton, for Lancashire Cotton Corporation, Ltd., 
ouse, Parson- 
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age, Manchester 3: *Edwin Marshall & Sons, Transport House, The Crescent and Oldfied-rd., Stretford.—Alterations and additio { 
Lid., Stamford Saw Mills, Cockbrook, Ashton- for Trans rt and. General Workers’ Union. at Texthone ra. Trafford Park. for ys Beale 
ander-Lyne. White & Traviss (A.), 26, Portugal-st., London, Ltd.: *David Walton & Co., Ltd., Clarendon: 
Salford.—Reinstatement of war damage at W.C.1: “Building Department, Co-operative rd., Cross-la., Salford 5. 

Meat Wholesale Society, Ltd., Vere-st., Salford 5. Tranent.—New extensions at public school, for 
Southampton. — 10 houses at Beechwood East Lothian Council: *J. Beat (Edinburgh) 
Estate, for C.B. Boro’ A., Civic Centre :— Ltd., Warriston, Edinburgh. . a 
Alterna- Tynemouth.—16 houses at Marden neighbour. 
Tender. tive. hood unit, for T.C.: *M. J. Liddell & Sop 
J. Bates & Sons, Southamp- % Hunters-rd.,_ Gosforth, Newcastle (contract 

COM ove see ave ane $ON,IO £15,526 transferred from previous builder). 
J. J. Udalls Building Co., e Uxbridge.—80 dwellings at Evelyn’s estate 
Southampton... ... —...._ 14,782 15,021 Hillingdon, for U.D.C. E. & S., 263, High-st.” 
G. Pullen & Son, Southamp- _, 2 Uxbridge: *H. E. Haslam & Co., Ltd., 18, Rye. 
tom ne ose nee wee 14,447 15,114 field-av,, Hillingdon, Middx, £93,855. is. 
L. T. Crosswell, Woolston ... 13,904 14,154 West Ham.—50 dwellings at Rokeby-st. area 
J. Lewis Building ‘ Co., Stratford, E.15, for C.B. ‘Thomas E. North (F.), 








Southampton ... ... __... 13,809 14,043 Boro’ A. & Planning Officer, 70, West Ham-|3.. 
a2. Dunning & Son, Wey winied ene 5. ayenaens (Builders), Ltd., High” 
1 ose ese oe: ees 49 % oc ord, ssex, 485 A ; > 
L. Bratcher, Southampton... 13,030 13:263 approval). rae. mane SP 
Rice & Son, Ltd., Southamp- 3 Whitley Bay.—14 houses for U.D.C.: *Rock- 
ton Mh gaat Re 13,116 cliffe Building Co., 73, Park-view, Whitley Bay. 
*R. H. & A. W. J. Hinton, York.—é2 traditional houses, Askham-la., for 
“* Wetheral, Deacon- T.C. Chas. J. Minter, City E., architect: 
cres., Southampton PERS ey) | 11,974 *Ainsty Building Co., York, £71,459. ; 
(Subject to M.H. approval.) ‘ ‘ 
Southampton.—84 houses at Marefield Estate, 
for C.B. Boro’ A., Civic Centre :— 











Alterna- 
Tender. tive. 


Rice & Sons, Ltd., South- 
BUILDERS ampion ia“seaie oe 20 || THe ESSEX STEEL 


ton a tap A Raia 
Brazier & Son, Ltd., Sout 
are now members of the Tomiie so He 
Se ae . 118,061 120,086 SCAFFOLDING cc. 
E. & G , 


G. Goulden, South- 
ampton ... ote Sei in0, Sakae 120,063 
G. E. Prince & Son, South- 
ampto 115,138 117,066 SMART'S LANE, 


ee ee 
A. z. Dunning & Sons, Wey 


Hill hi es aad .. 111,902 113,838 
L. Brateher, Southampton ... 107,959 109,942 LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
*R. H. & A. W. J. Hinton, TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 

“ Wetheral,” Deacon- 


cres., Botton a sen saan hs 99,604 
ubject to M.H. approval. ES 
quennessuan 36 houses at various sites, for SAL HIRE 
U.D.C. J. Wallbank, S., Town Hall, Cleck- ERECTION CRADLES 


heaton: *Heaton Estates, Haworth-rd., Brad- 
ford (16); *B. Ludham, Lower Ash-rd., Wrose, 
The Largest Truly Representative Shipley (6); *H. Hudson, 31, Hollingwood 
Market, Lidgett Green, Bradford (8); *W. N. 


Organisation in the Industry Welsh, 5, Royds-av., Birkenshaw, Bradford WwooD BLOCK 
(6) 


6). 
MAPS OF LONDON DISTRICT— Stretford.—Extensions to works at Ashburton- 
AVAILABLE TO BUILDERS rd., Trafford Park, for British Oxygen Co., 
Ltd.: *Alfred Hodkinson, Ltd., 62, Greenhill- FLOORS 
Showing Labour Exchanges (Indexed), |f ‘*- Greenheys, Manchester 15. 2 
geacitcrony ey eee ee 
Victoria Works, 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4,0 p.a. STEE L-CRETE Point. Pleasant, pans $.W.18 


LONDON REGION—37 AREAS SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES ; 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 9 Patent \ il 
wiretap enna 1 | BOVE $-acrce- VeNLHALOT 


‘Phone or cy Ce FE LOO RS OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 Inspect one that has withstood 
Sie sata pase HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS ROBERT BOYLE & SON 
Telegrams: "EFEMBE, Holb. London'’ and consult VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. | | 96, neanies street, KiBURN LANE, W.10 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
. 35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row, > 
will be forwarded. London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLAern 8013 Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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Re RS ca CAMBERWELL 
W-&:-M-NEGUS:-LT2 34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN. LONDON; W.C1 


wAT5 474 Station Works-Kinc James Sr., S.E.l Tel. : CHAmcery 7901-3 
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